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FORWARD 

 
The Rev. Peter Stockman, who was being inducted as President of the Baptist Union of Victoria   

in 1986, said in his induction address: 

 

While life can only be lived forwards, it can only be understood backwards.   So memory     

is to individuals what history is to community. The loss of either leads to a loss of identity. 

 
We need to keep a record of the paths we have trod, because it is out of our past experiences that 

we gain direction for the road ahead. 

 
This history of the Traralgon & District Baptist Church tells the story of a group of people - 

ordinary people - who were searching for the will of God. It is the story of an ordinary church in  

the country. 

 
Many times the will of man prevailed, but somehow, in spite of that, God had His way and, over 

the years many people have been blessed and many lives have been changed as a result of the 

presence of this Church in this Community. 

 
A large part of this material was gathered and  presented  as  Our  First  Eighty  Years  1904  - 

1984 The History of the Traragon Baptist Church  by James G. Waldron OAM.  Here is part of 

his introduction to the 1984 history: 

It is full of facts and figures and names of people who were dedicated and who form 

this fascinating story. The writer spent untold hours on this project after twenty  

years as secretary from 1934 - 1953 when he moved to Horsham for three years. 

There were many, many people working quietly as this booklet  shows,  amongst 

these were Mr. Doran until his death in 1925, and his daughter Jessie until her  

move to Melbourne in 1929. The writer’s mother, who was an active member of the 

Ladies Guild, was also treasurer of the church from 1929 until 1942. His brother 

William followed him as secretary, and it is him after  whom  the  Sunday  School 

hall is named. Another prominent member was Mr. B. Ikin. Through his efforts the 

church, Sunday School and Men’s Society were well served and after whom the 

church clock was dedicated. (What happened to this church clock? Ed.) Other 

prominent names were Mrs. D. Parker who was treasurer from 1956 to the early 

1980's. Mrs. Parker grew up in the Glengarry West area and until her move to 

Traralgon, was an energetic worker at Glen West. Others include the two La Frenz 

sisters and Mr. F. Marks who was one of the first at the Glengarry West Church and, 

when it closed its doors, became a Traralgon member. 
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Great changes have taken place in these eighty years and those involved in  this 

history will find the changes full of memories. For others it shows what can be done 

by hard work and enthusiasm and an abiding commitment to Christ and  His  

mission to the world. It is a story of God’s faithfulness and His enabling. It is 

interesting that the writer was awarded the Order of Australia Medal in the 1985 

Australia Day Honors List for his services to the Traralgon community over the  

past fifty years. 

 

There have been other edited histories of the church at various anniversaries over the years and these 

have also been drawn on for further information. In addition all the available minute books of the 

church and its organizations were studied and proved interesting reading at times. Other contributions 

came from letters from Mrs. Olive Graham, Rev. Ian Gook and the Black family, in which they 

have written down some of their memories of their time in Traralgon. 

 
Gratitude is expressed to Mabel Waller, Dorothy Parker, Peter and Greta Murray and Edna Waldron, 

who all willingly spoke of their memories. 

 
Thanks to Charlie Speirs who was secretary of the church for most of the last fifteen years, and 

helped bring this history up to date. 

 
There is also a lot of material which has come two histories of the Baptist work in Victoria: Baptist 

in Victoria – Our First Century 1838 – 1938 by Rev FJ Wilkin and published by The Baptist 

Union of Victoria in 1939; and Members One of Another – The Baptist Union of Victoria 1862 - 

1962 by Basil S Brown also published by The Baptist Union of Victoria in 1962. Quite a lot of 

material owes its source to these two writers and is not always acknowledged clearly. For this we 

apologize. 

 
Ray Moore - 2003 

 

 

 
Return to Table of Contents 
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THE STORY OF TRARALGON 
With thanks to the Traralgon & District Historical Society 

 

In 1844, when Edward Hobson brought his cattle to graze and fatten on the native grasses 

flourishing in the open redgum forests on the run of 19,200 acres taken up by his brother, Dr. 

Edwin Hobson, he gave the property the name Traralgon. This was derived from the aboriginal 

words “tarra” meaning river and “algon” meaning little fish. 

 
It was here that the Kurnai Tribe had frequented the banks and paddled their bark canoes in the 

clear waters of the streams seeking out fish or spearing the big eels in the backwaters of the river 

at Loy Yang - this name, meaning big eel, was given to the adjoining run taken up by James 

Rentoul (original spelling Rintoul) and stretching east to Flynns Creek (original spelling Flinns 

Creek). 

 
Edward Hobson built his bark-roofed home on a rise near the confluence of Traralgon Creek and 

the Latrobe River. In the following year, William Windsor and his wife, Eliza, became the first 

white inhabitants of what is now the City of Traralgon. William was a stockman on Hobsons Run, 

but he and Eliza provided for travelers passing through, the comforts of a warm fire, a meal and a bed 

in their rough slab-built cottage situated on the rise where Wesley Church (now the Salvation Army 

Church) now stands. 

 
With the building of Duncan Campbells substantial Travelers Rest in 1858, Traralgon became firmly 

established as a stopping place. Holding yards were built for cattle being driven to Port Albert  

and, later, Melbourne markets. 

 
Then as the excitement of  gold  fever  spread  through  

the young Colony, the number  of  travelers  increased  

and prospectors moved in to seek gold in  the streams in 

the mountains north of Traralgon. A store was opened  

and a mailman appointed to ride through the forests and 

swamps to Melbourne. Next, a Post Office opened and, 

towards the end of the 1850's, the township was surveyed 

and the first land sales held. 

 
The following decade saw the beginning of social life, with 

public meetings and church services being held. Race meetings were organized and attended by 

people from miles around. 

1893 Traralgon to Walhalla coach 
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Traralgon Railway Station 1885 

The opening up of the squatter's lands for selection brought about a rapid growth in population 

which, in turn, led to an increase in the number of town businesses to supply the requirements of 

the settlers. Tracks were cleared 

and bridges built. Schools were 

established, banks were  opened 

and sporting teams were formed. 

The building of the railway line in 

the late 1870's gave another boost 

to the population. Sawmills  were 

set up to supply the necessary 

timbers and there was an influx of 

workers for the construction of the 

line. 

 
Now that the sawn timber was 

available and bricks made in Traralgon could be used for chimneys, the standard of buildings 

improved and soon afterwards many substantial solid brick buildings graced the town. In the 1880's, 

the settlers were becoming more prosperous and this was reflected not only in the successful 

businesses of the town, but also in the types of goods sold.  Luxuries as well as necessities   became 

available. Streets were formed 

and drained, footpaths  made,  

and the first attempts at 

beautifying the town began in the 

planting of trees in the streets. 

 
The cattle sales brought increased 

trade, with drovers converging on 

Traralgon from all directions on 

sale days, bringing large herds of 

cattle        to        the       markets. 

Auctioneers and buyers arrived and hotels employed extra staff to provide meals, while the 

shopkeepers did their best trading of the week on those days. 

 
Traralgon continued to expand as  an  agricultural  centre,  with  a  number  of  subdivisions  

being approved for housing blocks. Cultural activities and sporting clubs thrived and better roads 

meant easier and faster transport. 

 
(The above history has been used by kind permission of The Traralgon & District Historical  Society 

 
Loading logs at Traralgon Railway Station 
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from Traralgon, A Tableau Through Time 2nd Edition, Published by the Society in 1985) 

 

The Latrobe Valley became the main supplier of Victoria’s electricity with the first sod being 

turned using a  four  horse plough at the Yallourn Power Station site on 5 February 1921, and      

the later development of Hazelwood and Loy Yang Power Stations.  This, together with the gasworks 

and after World War II, the development of the huge 

Paper Mill by Australian Paper Manufacturers,  created 

plenty of employment and the Valley thrived. 

In the late 1980's with the privatization of the State Electricity 

Commission, large numbers of workers were made 

redundant and the area experienced an economic slump with 

many people unemployed and others moving away from the 

district. 

 
Now in the hundredth year of the Traralgon & District 

Baptist Church, 2003, the economy is settling down, but is still unstable. This is the story of those 

first hundred years of the Baptist Church in  Traralgon. 

 

Return to Table of Contents 
 

THE HOME MISSION 

The first Baptist Home Missionary Society was founded in January 1853, but did not last for very 

long before it lost momentum and faded away. Five years later in 1858 The Baptist Association for 

the Colony of Victoria was formed, and it too led a fairly short life before being closed down. But 

only months later it was re-formed. 

When the Baptist Association was re-formed in 1862, it was called The Baptist Association and 

Home Mission. So right up to this point the Home Mission was not identifiable as a separate entity 

to the Association of Baptist churches. 

A few years later however, in November 1870 the Rev James Martin gave an address to the 

Assembly that called for action, and a clarifying of their motives. 

The ambition of our churches needs arousing . . . I do not know what our capacities are, but 

to the measure of our capacity Christ expects us to work for Him. . . And if we had no higher 

aim than to spread Baptist peculiarities I should be one of the first to throw up the work. But 

our mission is higher than that. It is not as Christians to spread Baptist views, but as Baptists 

to spread Christianity, and in loving co-operation with all branches of our Saviour’s family 

to do our part to keep this great land for our Lord and spread from one end to the other the 

glad tidings of His redemption. 
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By April of 1871 a meeting in the Albert Street Church resolved then and there to constitute a Baptist 

Home Missionary Society, usually referred to as The Home Mission. The Home Mission had two 

stated purposes. One was to establish and support Baptist Churches in key towns, and the second was 

to train men to accomplish that. 

Together with the Independents (these were Baptist fellowships who were not part of the Baptist 

Union at the time) and with the stipulation that Revs Martin and Reid should be the tutors, the first 

Baptist College was set up in 1874. H Coombs was the first student to enroll in 1874 followed by 

Wilkin in 1875 and Hardy, Harris and Steele in 1877. 

Return to Table of Contents 
 

 

 

THE FLEDGLING CHURCH 
 

The Home Mission Society sent Rev. C Hardy to set up a Baptist work in Sale in 1881. Rev Hardy 

was one of the first students to be trained, enrolling in the newly formed College in 1877. 

 

According to Rev FJ Wilkin in his Baptist of Victoria (1939), in 1881 “the Rev C Hardy, one of the 

finest students, was appointed to begin the work in the rapidly-developing town of Sale. . . Good 

congregations met in the Public Hall, but his strength gave way and in 1884 the work was suspended. 

Land had been purchased in Cunningham Street and £300 collected for building purposes. Nothing 

more was done till the appointment of the Rev WS Rollings on the conclusion of his college training. 

A Church was constituted on 1 March 1900.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. West with the hope of beingable to form a Baptist cause. 

When the Victorian Railways 

transferred their Locomotive Depot 

from Sale to Traralgon in 1903, the 

Sale  Baptist  Church  lost   some   

of  its  members  and   others   in   

the fellowship, including the 

Secretary/Treasurer Mr. West who 

moved to Traralgon. Rev. Rollings 

visited  Traralgon  on  the  advice of 

 
 

Eventually Mr.  Rollings  prevailed  upon  the  Home  Mission  Committee  for  their  assistance in 

the Municipal Offices are on the right – The Town Hall in the middles – and the 
Mechanics Institute on the left 
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establishing a Church. In November 1903 the first services were held in the Mechanics Institute  

and Rev. Rollings was the preacher for the first two Sundays. 

Wilkins in his book Baptists of Victoria makes the comment, “Possibly a mistake was made in not 

placing an efficient missionary in charge, a weak start being made, and after a succession of workers 

for 25 years the Church is still small.” 

Return to Table of Contents 
 

A NEW BUILDING 

The building which the Church was renting for their services in those first few months of 

1903/1904 was very uncomfortable. It was held on a short six months= lease and the Church could 

be asked for vacant possession at any time at a months notice. At a meeting held at Mr. Wests home, 

the members present decided to write to the Home Mission Committee setting out the position 

strongly before them, and informing them that several different allotments of land  had  been  

offered  to  the  Church  for purchase.  The meeting recommended a corner block which would  cost 

£75, and pledged themselves to collect £50 by the time a church building was erected. 

 

Mr. West received notice of his transfer in the Railways Department to Bendigo in May 1905.  At  

a special meeting called, it was placed on record the value his services had been in establishing the 

Baptist Church in Traralgon, and the churchs sorrow at losing him as a valued worker and friend. 

About this time, the Home Mission Committee decided to devote the proceeds from the Self- 

Denial and Thanksgiving Week in 1904/5 to the establishment of a Church in Traralgon. The block 

purchased was on the north west corner of Hotham and Church Streets.  This  block, from  the 

corner up to and including 23 Church Street, is now a shopping area. The Hotham Street frontage 

extended to the lane on the west side of the CWA rooms. 

 
The building of the church commenced almost immediately, and it was officially opened on  

Sunday 7 January 1906 with Rev. F. Wilkins, Secretary of the Home Mission Committee as the 

preacher. A tea and public meeting was held on Wednesday 10 January to bring to the public of 

Traralgon the aims and objectives of the Baptist Church.     This was well attended and a collection of 

£15-15-0 was received for the building fund. 

10 August 1906 Minutes: 

It was agreed that the Secretary write to the Council requesting a gas street lamp be erected at the 

corner, also that the approach to the church from the road be made accessible. The Council  

agreed to do this.     We have had the lamp for years, but the mud . 

 
The first deacons appointed were Mr. and Mrs. Doran and Mrs. Clarke. 
Return to Table of Contents 
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FIRST SUNDAY SCHOOL 

In March  1904, Mr. Doran established a Sunday School with 11 children, and himself as the     

only teacher. In less than 12 months the Sunday School had increased to 38 children and five 

teachers. The success of the Sunday School was due to the enthusiasm of Mr. Doran. He lived on a 

farmlet just past the State School at the south end of Liddiard Road. He had a phaeton (4 wheel 

buggy) and brown pony, and in those days the population was very scattered. He collected the 

children, taking them to Sunday School and home again. There is a story told about the buggy ride 

one Sunday morning after a New Years Eve celebration. The lads of the town whitewashed Mr. 

Dorans pony.  It was such a good job that he did not have time to clean it before  church. 

 
Mr. Doran later moved into the town at 4 Hickox Street. The parents of the children appreciated  

the sincerity of this man and they became church attenders. 

20 December 1906 Minutes: 

It was agreed that the Anniversary be held on the Sunday before the full moon in January. 

A moveable feast! 

Mr. Waldron goes on with the story of the Sunday School: 

In 1915 41 scholars attended the Sunday School.  As was the case with our family,  

we came to Traralgon as Church of England, but due to Mr. Doran  we  soon 

became Baptists. In 1935 we had 48 scholars and five teachers. Mrs. Clarice 

Denmead (now Mrs. J. Williamson of Pakenham) was Sunday School Secretary and 

Treasurer. 
 

In 1964 an All Age Sunday School was formed with an enrolment of 147 and 18 
teachers. Expenses were £222 ($444) and literature £160.15.0 ($321.50). ( It is worth 

noting here that the currency used until 1966 was Pounds (£), shillings(s) and pence(d). There were 12 

pence to the shilling and 20 shillings to the pound. When the currency changed 6pence was worth 5 

cents and ten shillings was worth $1) We always had a very good Kindergarten and 
Junior School, with the Senior Class and Bible Class fading away. This was due 

to several factors, one being, as Ted Henshall said, they changed their denomination 

according to whom they were courting. We gained a few  this  way,  but lost a lot.  

Other reasons being, up until the mid 1950's, the highest  education available in 
Traralgon was at the local Higher Elementary School, up to grade 10. Those 

who wanted further education had to go to Warragul, Sale  or Melbourne. 
Others went to Teachers College or joined Government departments or banks, 
which meant that they had to leave Traralgon. The girls who wanted nursing 
training likewise had to go to Sale, Warragul or Melbourne. 

 

In 1960 we bought the house next door to the church in Church Street from the 

estate of the late E. Klemke for £4,500 ($9,000) to use as a Sunday School. During 

the week it was rented out to Dr. Collins for use as a Medical Centre for £5.10.0 

($11) per week. 
This   was   sold   to   D.   Morley   in   1964   for    £6,000   ($12,000)   and   is   now 

Morle=s Machinery Shop. 
Return to Table of Contents 
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MEMBERSHIP OF BAPTIST UNION OF VICTORIA 

In 1906 the Church was admitted as a member of the Baptist Union of Victoria with an annual 

contribution of £50. This was later increased in 1909 to £60. This became difficult to maintain 

and the Pastor called a special meeting to suggest that all families associated with the Church 

contribute an extra sixpence per week. This was an immediate success and the first quarter after 

this was adopted was the best one financially since the beginning. From then on the Church was able 

to pay its way and keep up the commitment to the Home Mission Society. 

 
The Southern Baptist was the monthly newspaper for Baptists in the southern states in 1906. During 

the 1920's Victoria went it alone with a state monthly newspaper called The Propagandist  and  by 

1931 The Victorian Baptist Witness was being published and continues to this day. The following 

report appears in the April 10 1906 edition of The Southern Baptist during the ministry of Pastor 

A. Joyce (1905 - 06), and shows the emphasis there was on preaching in those days: 

The Sunday School anniversary was celebrated on March 25. At the morning service Mr. Joyce 

addressed  himself  mainly  to  the  teachers,  basing  his  remarks  on  2  Timothy  2:15.   

He emphasized the truth that in order to be a successful teacher one must be divinely 

instructed, inspired and enlightened; and that no teaching less than that of the Holy Spirit 

would ever fit one for the work of awakening in the minds of the children a relish for the 

things of God. The Sunday School is an intensely spiritual institution; there must be nothing 

mechanical about it. In the afternoon Mr. Joyce spoke to the young people from I Corinthians 

13:11 impressing the thought that we are all carving out character, not a reputation - 

reputation being merely what people think we are, but character is what we really are. 

 
Return to Table of Contents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PASTORAL MINISTRIES 
 

Pastor J. Evans 

was the first student to be sent by the Home Mission as a Home Missionary to Traralgon. He was a 

very earnest and promising young man who was with the Church for three months. He then vacated 

the position with the intention of  entering Spurgeon=s  College in London. 

 

Pastor P. Abbott, 

who was appointed for 9 months, succeeded him. After working faithfully  and  well  for  12 

months before he resigned his position. 
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Pastor A. Joyce 

took up the work on behalf of the Home 

Mission Committee on 8 January 1905. 

By this time a site for the church had 

been procured in Church Street.  With  

the £300 which had been collected, a  

new weatherboard church was built. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Joiner 

In 1907 Pastor Joiner commenced his ministry at the Church. He must have made a good impression 

as we read in the Church Minutes for 4 September 1907: 

Mr. Doran in a few earnest words proposed and Mr. Bruton very heartily seconded, 

that a minute be recorded appreciative of Mr. Joiners labours among us and that    

a letter be sent to him expressing the same. Carried. Mr. Joiner feelingly  

responded, stating that had he been remaining in the colony, he would have liked to 

continue the work at Traralgon. 

He returned to England on 12 February 1908. 

 
 

Pastor E. E. Hillman 

had one of the longer ministries (1908 - 1912) in the early part of the Church’s history. He was here 

from some time near the beginning of 1908 and left near the end of 1912 - a period of almost five 

years. 

 

In 1908 the Church was leased for a Primary School classroom and also for monthly night 

meetings of the Traralgon Agriculture Society. 

 
The first  baptismal service was held in    May 1908. Mrs.  King  was  baptized and received 

into membership. (Note: Mrs. King’s daughter became the first bride to be married in the church.) 

 
The interior lining of the church and vestry was completed in 1908 at a cost of £32-12-6, and the 

exterior was painted for £29.  A 600 gallon tank was erected to supply water for the church.  As 

an indication of the value of money, in 1910 an honorarium of five shillings was paid to have the 



Traralgon & District Baptist Church | Centenary History 2003 16  

church floor  hand scrubbed, and nine shillings and fourpence (93 cents) was the proceeds from   

the sale of goods at the Harvest Festival. 

 

8 July 1909 

Statement re matting for the church: 

Matting 

Lead ends 

32½ yards @ 1/4d per yard £2-3-4d 

£1 

Freight 

TOTAL 

 4-0d 

£3-7-4d 

(Equivalent to $6.73 in decimal currency, but worth a lot more today.) 

 

 

Although we do not know what the problem was, in his second year at the church, Pastor  

Hillman found himself at odds with the Home Mission Committee. On 16 June 1909 the minutes 

of a Church Meeting include the following: 

Understanding that the Home Mission Committee was dissatisfied with our Pastors 

work here, the Secretary prepared a letter expressing the sympathy and 

appreciation of the church members with our Pastor, which was endorsed by the 

meeting on the motion of Mrs. King and Miss R. Hinde. 

 

A clue might be found in Basil Brown's history, "Members One of Another" 

"A further step was taken, (in 1906) and the Executive of the union was asked to facilitate 

the appointment of FJ Wilkin as organizing Secretary of the mission as well as the 

Superintendent. . . Wilkin required all junior missionaries now to undertake a short course 

of study and College graduates were encouraged to enter home mission service. 

 
In consequence the number of untrained men in the field declined." 

 

 
 

FJ Wilkin writes in his 'Baptists in Victoria" about developments around the turn of the century, 

"Then gradually a change took place in the character of the work . . . the Home Mission 

Committee perforce had to cry a halt in country extension work and seek to establish 

churches in areas with rapidly growing populations near Melbourne. . . Instead of being an 

evangelistic agency to win men and women for Jesus Christ, the Home Mission became 

largely an agency for providing church homes for Baptists who had moved from old 

associations to new unchurched areas." 

 
Maybe Pastor Hillman was affected in a somewhat negative way by these events and changes. 
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A couple of months later in the meeting of 5 August 1909 it is noted: 

Our Pastor reported a satisfactory settlement of the late 

misunderstanding with the Home Mission Committee. 

 

 
 

Before the end of pastor Hillman's ministry, the church had a part to play in the story of the Grey 

Street State School. Dianne Gray spoke to the Traralgon & District Historical Society in 1998 and 

during her talk gave the following information: 

 
THE GREY STREET SCHOOL  (by DIANNE GRAY) (M. Fullard) 

 

 
Dianne Gray spoke about the early schools of Traralgon and, in particular, about Grey Street. 

 

• In 1903 the Railways repair depot was transferred from Sale to Traralgon and the residential 

area moved westwards. 

• 1907: The Board of Advice convened a public meeting to discuss the establishment of a new 

school. The Education Department did not have the funds and so the Baptist Church Hall 

was leased. There was no heating and the sanitation was poor. 

• 1909: The Crown Solicitor purchased 2 parcels of land for £315 and, later, 2 more parcels 

were bought. 

• 1912 and the building was completed at the cost of £4,277.2.0. However, 18 years later it was 

still not painted. The Opening ceremony was attended by over 1,000 residents and the School 

Number 3584 was allotted. 

 
Over the years a number of rumours had circulated in Traralgon concerning the closing of the 

Church. It was decided to send a notice to the press refuting the rumours. Consequently, at  the  

same meeting in which Pastor Hillman announced his resignation on 26 July 1912, we have the 

following interesting entry: 

It was decided to send a notice to the Press refuting the rumour that the Bap. Ch. 

will shortly be closed. Pastor Hillman notified the meeting that  he  would  be 

leaving Traralgon at the end of July. Mr. Doran expressed sorrow that Mr. Hillman 

is leaving and the Sec. voiced the sympathy of the members. 
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(By the grace of God and  with  the  help  of  the  Home  Mission  and  loyal  members,  we  are 

still continuing to serve Him in this town.  James G. Waldron 1984) 
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Rev. G.W. Paice. 

Many Baptist Churches at this time were using trayfuls of very small glasses to distribute the wine to 

the congregation during the Communion Service. Other churches preferred to use an individual cup 

from which everyone drank as it was passed around. A clean cloth was used to wipe the lip of the cup 

between each use of it.   Mrs. Shankley evidently felt that the individual cup was more appropriate 

for the communion service than separate glasses, and so at a meeting on 21 May 1913 it was decided 

to 

adopt the Individual Cup at the celebration of The Lords Supper; also that we accept Mrs. 

Shankleys kind gift of an Individual Cup Communion Service and that a letter of thanks be 

sent to Mrs. Shankley. 

Today in 2003 the church is using the individual glasses again. I don t know when the change back 

to individual glasses occurred. 

 

 

 
In September 1913 the first couple married in the church were Mr. Ted Henshall and Miss Annie King. 

Ted came to Traralgon when he was 15 and attended the local Presbyterian  Church.  Later  he 

attended the Church of the girl he was courting and became a member. He joined the 1st AIF but 

returned in 1918 to continue his employment with SP Stoddart, a butcher in Traralgon. In 1924 he 

purchased his own shop in Warragul and became a prominent member of the Warragul  

community. He was a JP, Councillor and, several times, President of the Warragul Shire. He also 

served on the High School Committee and many local charities. At the wedding, a Revised Version 

of the Bible valued at £1 was presented as a gift to the bride from the church. 

 

 
Mr. Paice served until 1915. During his ministry the Great War or, as it later became known, the First 

World War, broke out.   This is reflected in the lack of minutes of part of this time. 

 

 

Rev. A.H.Cooper. (1916 - 17) 

The war time nature of things is also reflected in Mr. Coopers ministry as is evident in the following 

extracts from the minutes: 
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1. Secretary reported he had received a letter from Home Mission Secretary asking for 

the name and rank of any soldiers who had fallen at the Front. Secretary  was 

notified that the only one here was Private F. Heaney.  (12 Nov. 1917) 

 
2. Secretary read a letter from Captain  Chaplain Robertson  in France notifying us 

that Private S.D.Daniels had accepted Jesus Christ as his Saviour and has requested 

to be put on our membership roll. 

Secretary stated he and the Pastor had written Rev. Wilkin of Diaconates decision   

of recommending him as a member and asked for endorsement of action. He also read 

the reply from Mr. Wilkin that a personal application was necessary. 

The Secretary and Pastor wrote a combined letter to Pte Daniels asking him for a 

personal application and asked for the churchs  endorsement as the letter had to     

be posted to catch the mail leaving before the day of the meeting. Action approved. 

(20 Dec. 1917) 

 

3. The Secretary notified the meeting he had written re prices of an honour board 

and had received a reply net £4.3.3 The Pastor stated he had spoken to 

Mr.H.Poyser a member  of the church who was willing to make the board and it  

was resolved the matter be held over.  (20 Dec 1917) 

It was moved and seconded that Mr. H. Poysers  estimate of £3.10.0 for making  

the Honour Board be accepted. It was also moved in the same meeting that Mr. Wise 

MHR be written to by the Secretary and asked if he would be willing to attend and 

unveil the Honour Board on Sunday afternoon 17 February at 3pm. (17 Jan 1918) 

 

 

There is a rather intriguing entry in the minutes around this time which may be intriguing only 

because of the language chosen to report it: 

The Secretary reported  he had visited North Carlton Baptist  Church on Sunday   

28 October and brought back a message of sympathy with us in our endeavour to 

extend the Kingdom in this district.    (12 Nov 1917) 

 
In 1917 a Tennis Club was formed to compete with local teams, but the Club was 

disadvantaged without its own court.  It was disbanded in 1918. 

 
Pastor T.V.Paul (1921) 

was  only at the church  for  twelve months  or so as a student  Pastor.  He seems  to  have  made   an 
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impact  however  in  that  time. The  Minute  book  records  three  Pleasant  Sunday Afternoons 

during that year, and he was the speaker at two of those. 

 
At a Church Business Meeting at the end of his time with the church, the Secretary moved that 

a letter of appreciation of the services of student Pastor T.V. Paul be sent to the HM 

Committee and that a copy of this letter be sent to the Principal of    the College 

It goes on record that Mr. Doran, Mr. Wickham and Miss Clarke all spoke to the motion and it was 

seconded by Miss Hinde.   Quite a vote of confidence in the young man. 

 
The Propagandist of 5 May 1922 in a Home Mission Department report on Traralgon 

says: 

This place has had many ups and downs, but the Lord has been with the faithful few. It is 

remarkable how they have held the fort. All honour to them. Mr. Paul, of the College 

rendered invaluable service whilst there during vacation; and now the Rev. J.R.Stewart of 

St. Kilda is to assume oversight of the pastorate. If the friends of our denomination, and 

particularly of Traralgon, could have witnessed the magnificent farewell at St. Kilda the 

other night, they would rejoice at the prospects of our work in that promising provincial 

town. Mr. Stewart has been at St. Kilda for well nigh fifteen years. The work was below  

zero when he went; now everything is warm and bright. To retain the metaphor, in several 

instances the work is well up to boiling point. There is a fine church at St. Kilda which will 

be a lasting monument of the devotion of Mr. and Mrs. Stewart. As in St. Kilda, so it will be 

in Traralgon. There will be a dual pastorate, for Mrs. Stewart is a wonderful pastors wife. 

We are expecting great things from God. 
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.Rev. H.R. and Mrs. Stewart 
came to Traralgon in 1922 and served the Church faithfully until June 1925 when they resigned and 

were appointed to the Wangaratta Baptist Church. During the period of their ministry, they worked 

tirelessly to promote and improve the financial position of the Church. They organized the ladies of 

the Church into a The Baptist Ladies Sewing Meeting, and they held their inaugural meeting on 27 

June 1922.  Every six months the BLSM held a sale at the manse of their products. 

A Christian Endeavour was established in 1922 by Rev. H.R.  Stewart  and, as well as providing  

the spiritual and leadership training for the young people for which Christian  Endeavour  is  

known, functioned as a social night for them as well. The first mention of Christian Endeavour 

found in the church books is a minute in the Church Business Meeting Minute Book on 23 May 1922 

recording that the Junior CE was given permission to use a room for their services.  In 1925 there   

was an enrolment of 20. 
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Christian Endeavour 
 
 

 
 

To give you an idea of what Christian Endeavour is and the influence it was having in 

the early days of the 20
th 

century, here is part of an article printed in the National 

Magazine in October 1905: 

 
 

THE  WORLD  FOR CHRIST 
Miss Crawford traces the remarkable growth of the Christian Endeavor Union 

throughout the world, since its birth in Portland,  Maine, twenty-five years ago. 

By  Mary  Caroline Crawford 

C h a r lestown, Massachusetts 

 
The old adage about great oaks and little acorns was never more interestingly 

illustrated than in the case of the Christian Endeavor movement, which celebrates its 

first quarter -century of existence early in February. From a little band of young 

people, come together for tea and a talk afterward, at the home of their pastor in 

Portland, 

 

Maine, has sprung a strong but flexible organization embracing more than three 

millions of people and formed into more than sixty-six thousand societies. 

 

There must have been something quite uncommon in a little gathering that could bear 

such fruits as that. Much more than ordinary zeal for good works must have inspired 

the pastor who could plan a charter society of such promise and potency! As a matter 

of fact both these things are true. The soil was rich and the sower of the seed a man of 

remarkable endowment. Dr. F. E. Clark possesses such magnetism, such moral 

integrity. 

 

In his own account of the first meeting he says quite distinctly that the company which 

gathered in his parsonage parlor February 2, 1881, consisted of average young 

people, as bashful, as timid and as retiring as any similar company probably. Not one 

among them was unpleasantly precocious. The whole room did not contain a prig 

imbued with the smug consciousness that he was "not as other men." They were just 

such active, energetic, fun-loving young people as can be gathered in any church 

today. 

 

The document which the young minister of the Williston church at Portland, Maine, 



Traralgon & District Baptist Church | Centenary History 2003 22  

brought down from his study to be signed that evening proposed that a society be 

formed "to promote an earnest Christian life among its members, to increase their 

mutual acquaintance and to make them more useful in the service of God." 

 

In the constitution it was specified that there should be a president, vice-president and 

secretary; also a prayer meeting committee, lookout committee, social committee, 

missionary committee, Sunday school committee and flower committee, each 

consisting of five members. These committees were then, as now, to be important 

agencies of service. But at the beginning, as now, the pivotal clause of the constitution 

was that which stated, "It is expected that all the active members of this society will be 

present at every meeting unless detained by some absolute necessity and that each  

one will take some part, however slight.  at every meeting " 

 

With its three societies, Junior, Intermediate and Young People's, all of which are 

interdenominational and may be of any size from five to five hundred, Christian 

Endeavor offers an organizing opportunity such as the church has never before 

known. 

 

Within a short time Christian Endeavour attracted the interest of churches from other 

denominations and many CE "societies" began throughout the United States of 

America. China, Scotland and Japan were amongst the next countries to adopt CE. 

The first Australian Young People's Society was formed on 5th June, 1883, at the 

Hope 

Street, Church of Christ, Geelong, Victoria. 
 

In The Propagandist of 5 October 1922 under the heading Passing of a Faithful Servant of Christ the 

following note appeared: 

Mr. William Doran, one of the foundation members and treasurer  of  the  Traralgon  

Baptist Church, fell asleep in Jesus on 28 September after a brief illness. He has been 

associated with the  work  in Traralgon since 1903.   Prior to that he was at Sale.    He    

was  with  others instrumental  in starting the cause here; also in obtaining the money to  

put up the church building now used for worship. He will be greatly missed in both church 

and Sunday School. By those outside, he is spoken of as a good citizen and exemplary 

Christian. He was loved and respected by all who knew him. He leaves a wife and only 

daughter to mourn his loss.  The prayers of many go up on their behalf. 

Mr. Stewart loaned money to the Church to help pay for improvements necessary. When he resigned 

the Church owed him £2-10-0 for painting the fence and £18-10-0 for painting the church. Mr. 

Stewart donated this to  the Church and also various pieces of  furniture, including a new  gas  

stove.    The Propagandist of 5 April 1923 comments: 

The church at Traralgon was extensively renovated at considerable cost. . . 

In a number of districts the trap and horse and feed for the horse are now found by the 

district church. Formerly these things were at the ministers charge. This change, where 

made, has obviously bettered the  position  of  the  minister.  We  want  every  district  to 

find  its  own equipment. 
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On 19 October 1923 Mr. and Mrs. Huffer celebrated their golden wedding. About 40 relatives and 

friends gathered and Rev. Stewart MCd the occasion. Greetings came from various places.  Their 

eldest son proposed the toast to the health of his parents and an old family friend brought best 

wishes from former neighbours. Other friends also spoke warmly of them. The Pastor then brought 

them best wishes from the church. Mr. Huffer responded to the good wishes of all and thanked them 

sincerely. Then Mrs. Huffer, who had been blind for twenty years, was helped to the table where 

the wedding cake was placed and, again with assistance, put the knife into the cake which was   

then cut by their eldest grand-daughter. 

 
Rev. Frank Robinson as the Superintendent of the home Mission Department visited Traralgon for the 

Sunday School Anniversary  in  May  1924.  He  spoke  at  3  services  and  the  evening  service 

was particularly well attended.  Mr. Robinson says, 

The pastor of the church in the person of Rev. H.R.Stewart wielded the baton in a masterly 

way.  I was surprised that he could fill the role of conductor so capably.  Mr. Stewart is  

very versatile. He had the children trained splendidly. They sang very well indeed - so much 

so that I think they would compare very favourably with many of our larger schools. Mr. 

Stewart was ably assisted by his wife, who presided at the piano, and an efficient  

orchestra. 

 
However, by the latter half of 1924, Mr. Stewart was far from well and realized that he had to ease up. 

At a meeting on 29 October 1924 it is recorded that 

Mr. Stewart our Pastor is thinking of resigning the charge of the Church and seeks  

to obtain a rest for six months before  accepting  a  new  charge.  Moved  Mr.  

Huffer Seconded Mr. Doran that this matter be brought before the Baptist Home 

Mission Committee and Church Members be acquainted with their decision  

Carried. 

 
Then finally on 2 June 1925 the following: 

Chair vacated. Mr. J. Huffer occupied the Chair. The secretary then read a letter from 

our Pastor the Rev HR Stewart resigning from the charge of the Church. It was 

moved by Mr. Huffer and seconded by Mrs Doran that it be received with regret. 

The Propagandist of 5 July 1925 records a note from Rev. L.E. Tranter, Secretary of the Home Mission 

Department: 

Traralgon, this fine Gippsland town was my next point of call, the occasion being the 

farewell to Rev. H.R. and Mrs. Stewart, and of welcome to Pastor and Mrs. Dalziel and 

their two children.    It is a matter of sincere regret to the committee that Mr. Stewart       

has  had  to  relinquish  the work owing to ill health.  He  will  rest  for  a  few  months, after 
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which we trust that a door will open for him to resume his ministry in some  suitable  

sphere. Both he and Mrs. Stewart have laboured unceasingly, and they have won for 

themselves and for the church the goodwill of the whole community. Quite recently there 

have been some notable cases of conversion and baptism.  The  Anglican,  Presbyterian  

and Methodist ministers all   spoke gracious words at the meeting. 

 
Traralgon has been a difficult sphere, but the recent starting of two  sawmills,  the  

projected activity of the railway department, and the erection of many new residences, all 

suggest the growing importance of the town and brighter prospects for our work. The 

district is a most beautiful one and Pastor Dalziel, who after some 12 years of missionary 

work in Africa, has been appointed until the end of the year, will - with his wife - also a 

trained missionary worker, seek to develop the beauty of Christlikeness still more in his flock. 

The membership, while not large, has in it those whose loyalty and perseverance should 

inspire us to help them to maintain the cause. 

 
On 15 June 1925 an entry in the Minutes records: 

Mr. Stewart former pastor asked that a minute of appreciation be placed on the 

Church Minute Book for the excellent way in which the Farewell and Welcome were 

worked up and the enthusiasm of the gathering and social, the outcome of the hard 

work of the Church Treasurer Miss Doran and Secretary Mr.  Huffer.  Pastor 

Dalziel also joined in the thanks accorded. 

 

 
1924 The cost to have the electricity put into the church was £14-9-7d and then 4/6d each month. 
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Rev. E.B. Dalziel (1925-6) 

was a returned missionary and came to Traralgon from the Barham Baptist Church in New South 

Wales. He felt the need to return to Foreign Missionary work and returned to South Africa in early 

1926.  His tenure only lasted for about six months. 

 
26 September1925  The gas lamps were removed. 

 

Pastor N. Minor 

was a converted actor from England who migrated to Australia and became a Baptist Home 

Missionary. He came with his wife to Traralgon from Sunshine in 1926.  They  had  two  

daughters, Doris and Mary. 
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The treasurer of the Home Mission Department presided at their welcome on 5 August 1926.      

The church was packed and members of the Sale Baptist Church motored the 30 miles to be 

present. The treasurer made the comment: 

Such evidences of interest and goodwill help to hearten those who, amidst  great  

difficulties, have held the fort at Traralgon. If all members of our denomination were as 

loyal as the few at Traralgon, what progress would be recorded. 

 
His wife passed away in Cumnock Hospital, Traralgon on 25 May 1929 and Pastor Minor resigned 

as a Baptist minister in December 1929. 

On the Corner of Moore and Byron Streets in Traralgon stands a link with the 

region's former health services. 'Cumnock' was built around 1927 as a general 

hospital It was Traralgon's second 

general hospital, but the first to be 

purpose-built. It included maternity 

wards, surgeries and an operating 

theatre. 

According to the 1991 'Latrobe Valley 

Heritage Study published by the then 

Latrobe Regional Commission, 

construction of the hospital was 

financed by the wife of the hospital's 

principal medical practitioner Dr 

Hagen.  Dr Hagen was only involved 

with the hospital until 1930, but his wife continued to own the property for some 

years. Cumnock was finally closed as a hospital in 1956, after the opening of the new 

Central Gippsland Hospital in Traralgon. 

 
Pastor W.S. Haddon 

came to Traralgon for 12 months in 1930 prior to entering College to train to become an ordained 

minister. He boarded with Mrs. Mec in Queens  Parade  Traralgon  and  rode a Douglas motor 

cycle.  He started the work at Glengarry West in the school building. 

 
At the end of World War I the Veteran Affairs Department came to Glengarry and purchased Gidneys 

Estate at Glengarry West.  This property of over 800 acres (324 hectares) was divided into about  

15 lots to be used as dairy farms by soldiers returning from the War. 

 
 

As the soldiers settled down and began families, it became obvious to the members of the 

Traralgon Church that here was an opportunity to expand the work. Motorised transport was still 

uncommon, the main method of transport being either horseback or horse and jinker. 

 
In early 1930,  Pastor  Haddon  began  holding a Church  service  in the  Glengarry West State School 
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each Sunday evening after the Traralgon service. This was appreciated by the residents of Glengarry 

West. 

 

The services were well attended and special efforts such as Harvest Festivals were well supported  

and financially successful. The record attendance was at a function for the sale of the Harvest 

Festival goods when 92 adults and children gathered on a Monday night. The farmers wives were 

good and generous cooks and everyone looked forward to the suppers they provided. 

 
After the Church service became established and was well attended, Mrs. Horder began the first Sunday 

School in the State School on a Sunday afternoon. It continued to flourish and became a vital part  

of the  Church activities in the district.   After  Mr. & Mrs.  Horder sold their farm  and moved    

into Traralgon, she became the Directress of the first pre-school centre in Traralgon. Later she left 

that and became the first  Directress of the Retarded Childrens  Centre in Traralgon. Eventually    

she left the district to live with her daughter in Finley NSW.  She passed away in 1982 at the age   

of 102. 
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Rev. C.A. Jamieson 
and his wife had been missionaries in China with the China Inland Mission for 17 years before 

returning to Australia and becoming a minister with the Victorian Home Mission Society.  He  

came to Traralgon in 1931.   They had three daughters, Doris, Gwen and Hilda. 

 

He did not have a car when he came to the town and rode a bicycle. Electric light sets for bikes 

were not about in 1931, so when Mr. Jamieson rode his bike to Glengarry West to take the night 

service, it was a carbide light that showed him the way. Unfortunately it could only last him half the 

distance, so he used to ride half way out and half way back in the dark. 

 
Until 1932 the Church was a sustained Home Mission Church.  In 1935 it became a subsidised 

cause with an annual payment to the Home Mission of £117. The following minutes from 29 

October 1935 explain the position of the Church: 

Our Treasurer Mrs. Waldron then gave us a report for the whole year which was as  

follows:   Income   for   year    £107.19.8   of   which   we   sent   to   Melbourne 

£88.14.10,  Capitation  Fee  £1.6.0  and  H  Mission  Appeal  £4.0.0.  Expenses 

being £19.4.10.  Our Assessment being £147.0.0 and we only raised £88.14.10 

which meant that we were £58.5.2 in Deficit. . . . 

 

Pastor Leith then gave a brief outline on the New System which the Traralgon  

Baptist  Church  was  placed  under.     Up  to  this  year  we  had  been  on  what  is 
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known as the Sustained List, but for the ensuing year commencing on Dec 1st we are 

on the Subsidized List which means that we have to raise £117 plus expenses and the 

Home Mission Committee grant is £104. After a lengthy discussion amongst those 

present it was pointed out by the Secretary that throughout the last year we had 

experienced a very hard year through floods and other causes, and that we had 

done very well to raise £107. So it was agreed unanimously to accept the Home  

Mission  Committees recommendation and go under the new system. 

 

This payment, however, became a problem to the local Church, and in December 1937 it reverted to 

a sustained cause again. 

 
In 1932 the Home Mission Society supplied Mr.Jamieson with a T Model Ford to assist in his  

work. He was not an experienced car driver however, and it took him almost all day to bring it 

home from Melbourne. 

 
In 1934 he was transferred to Korumburra. A farewell was organised from the Traralgon church  

and community on 27 December 1933 and from Glengarry West on 31 December. 

 
 

Rev. R. Leith 

came to Traralgon in 1934. He had no children but was very interested in the children of the  

Sunday School and also the Christian Endeavour. It was during his ministry that the Christian 

Endeavour expanded to include a Junior and a Young Peoples Department.  He  was  also  

interested in the children who attended the Gormandale service. He drove a Dodge Tourer, and  

once a month, the Traralgon young people went to Gormandale to the home of Mr. & Mrs. A. 

Morley for a social evening. These were very popular and cupid entered into the act, resulting in 

some weddings between the young people of the two Churches. 

 
On 10  February 1934 the annual Sunday School picnic was held at The Sandbank Reserve on     

the Latrobe River not far out of Traralgon on the Traralgon/Tyers Road, a common venue over these 

years. In the Victorian Baptist Witness of 5 May 1934, the church notes for Traralgon record the 

following: 

Since our last report, The Lord hath done great things for us whereof we are glad. 

During Easter weekend we had a visit from a Melbourne team under the leadership 

of Mr. Leonard Buck. At the final meeting on Monday night over 20 took their stand 

for Christ. 

 
On Tuesday 24 July 1934 a gift evening was held at Glengarry West in honour of Mr. Gordon   Lang 
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and Miss Stella Kuech who were married on 28 July. The Pastor presided. At the close of an 

evening of games, competitions and items the couple were presented with a Bible with a 

concordance and dictionary. 

 
A service was commenced by Rev. Leith in 1935 in the hall at Tyers. This was a small farming 

community and motor transport was not available to all. This service continued till the war years when 

a lot of the young people joined the armed services, and those left at home either  went  to 

Glengarry West or came in to one of the three Protestant Churches in Traralgon. 

 
In Gormandale, a service was commenced in the Church of England building in 1935. This service was 

held every second Sunday afternoon. This was a larger farming community with many  young 

children. As the work improved and the children grew, Mr. Leith would take a car load of the young 

people from Traralgon on the last Saturday night of each month to a social evening. These were 

mostly held at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Morley and occasionally at the home of Mr. & Mrs. E.  

Gay. These evenings continued until the Morleys bought a farm at  Yarragon.  The social nights 

were most beneficial to the young people of the districts in bringing them together and providing 

wonderful opportunities for them to get to know each other. In fact, several marriages took place 

between the young people in the group. One Gormandale girl, Phyllis Morley, married Rev. M. 

Fletcher a Methodist minister and has served in many places in Victoria and Tasmania. David 

Morley later became a Baptist minister serving in Morwell in the early 1960's and at Oakleigh in 

1965. He went on to become Director of Campaigners For Christ and interim Pastor at the Regent 

Baptist Church. 

 
With the  young people moving to other farms in the district and transport becoming easier, the  

last service at Gormandale was held in February 1950 with many of the folk transferring to 

Traralgon. 

 
In July 1935 it was decided that during the winter months, the service at Glengarry West would be 

held in the afternoon and the rest of the year at night after the Traralgon night service. 

 
Also in 1935 the Baptist Association was formed with Sale, Traralgon, Korumburra and  

Wonthaggi as members. Meetings were held twice a year with each member Church taking its turn  

at hosting the meeting. The minister of the host Church chaired the meeting. Mr. J. Waldron was 

Secretary until 1952 when Mr. Lacey of Sale took over. When Moe and Morwell Churches opened in 

1949 and 1953 respectively, they too became members. 

 
Mr. Leith was transferred to Wonthaggi in 1937. 
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Pastor M. Brewer 

served the Church in 1937 before entering College to be trained and ordained into the ministry. Here 

is an interesting snippet from Pastor Brewers time found in the  minutes  of  the  Young Peoples 

Christian Endeavour Society: 

At a meeting of Christian Endeavourers held in the vestry of the church it was decided that 

we could be more than Endeavourers. So it was suggested that we reform under a new 

name. . . These meetings are to be held each Wednesday evening commencing at 7:45 pm so 

that we can get together and share our blessings and experiences with each other and to 

help each other in our Christian service.  (25 August 1937) 

 
At the next meeting this new, ex Christian Endeavour group looked at four names they could adopt for 

the group: Weight Lifters; Joy Givers; Fishermen; Reapers. After the obligatory vote they 

decided to call themselves The Joy Givers       This group went for about a year, then at a meeting on 

7 September 1938 they had to discuss why the attendances had been so poor. There were only five 

people and the Pastor present (Rev. Wicking was by now the Pastor). The Secretary of The Joy 

Givers Mr. W. Waldron pointed out the advantages of Christian Endeavour and how that worked well. 

The notes of the meeting continue . . . 

After a self examination with further discussion, we decided unanimously to reform into a  

CE Society. 

 
 

Rev. D.H. Wicking 

served the Church from 1938 and was the first minister in the Baptist manse. Rev. Wicking drove a 

church car and an interesting item appeared in the minutes for 6 February 1938: 

Our Pastor pointed out to us that at the moment no tools of any use were in the tool kit of the 

car, and after pointing out the need for them, each deacon present stated his desire to make  

a donation of tools. 

In March 1941 the Church car was returned to the Home Mission as Rev. Phillips had his own car. 

In 1950 the Church Ford was sold for £260 and a Hillman was bought for £700. 

 
In early 1939 Rev. Wicking resigned from  the  Baptist  Union  and  became  a  Church  of 

England minister. 

 

Rev. A.W. Smith (1939-40) 

was a lieutenant in the 1st World War and was awarded the Military Cross Medal. When the 2nd 

World War began, Mr. Smith joined up in a non combat unit as a lieutenant. He was in the 2nd AIF 

as a chaplain from 1942. He came back to Traralgon several times during the War for the marriage of 

some of the young people of the Church who became very fond of him. He passed to higher service 

on 20 September 1949. 
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Rev. E.R.Philip(1940 - 42) 

came in to the church during the Second World War and it is interesting to read the minutes of the 

first business meeting he attended as he gave his personal introduction to the church members (2 

October 1940): 

After opening the meeting with prayer, Pastor Philip in a very homely way 

introduced himself and his desires to the members present and expressed the wish 

that we would form ourselves into a happy band all working with the one view 

foremost, that of furthering the work here and not hindering it; that we would bring 

any grievances or suggestions to the right place to have them dealt with; that we 

would remember him constantly in our prayers, and that we would stand firmly 

behind the Home Mission  Committee  and  endeavour  by  the  giving  of  our 

earthly  substance,  to  meet  our requirements to them. 

It is also interesting to read in the minutes during the war years, apologies from Pte W.R.Waldron (AIF) 

and G. Ken (RAAF) both on active service.         Later in the minutes for 9 April 1941 we 

read: 
 

In the unavoidable absence of our Secretary who was serving in  the  Home  

Defence Military Forces, Mr. Beruldson was appointed on the motion of Mr. C. 

Stone to act as Secretary.. 

A service was also commenced at Upper Flynn in 1941 in the home of Mrs. E. Bell.  Here again  

we had a farming community, even smaller than Tyers. Services there were discontinued when Mr. & 

Mrs. Bell moved in to Traralgon.  Those left on the farms went to either Gormandale or Traralgon. 

 

Rev. S.Watson 

With the establishment of the Australian Paper Mill at Maryvale in the mid thirties, Traralgon 

began to grow in a westerly direction. The Church, backed by the Home Mission, felt that it should 

expand into the residential area west of the town centre to meet this new need.  In October 

1943, while Rev. Watson was pastor of the Church, two blocks were purchased on the southwest corner 

of Kay and Washington Streets for £33. This area was known as Cumberland Park. 

 

Pastor J. Reynolds 

served the Church from 1944 - 1948 before he was transferred to Daylesford. In February 1944, 

when Mr. Watson transferred to Kerang, Pastor Reynolds took over the work of developing the 

Cumberland Park area, and built up a strong connection with the people in the rapidly growing 

neighbourhood in the west.  By faithful visitation and the use of the Church car, the Sunday School 
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increased in numbers. This led to the feeling that the Cumberland Park part of the work should have a 

building of its own. 

Pastor Reynolds was one of   the original leaders of the Victorious Life Convention movement      

in Traralgon. This movement brought together members of all the Churches in the town and district 

and was responsible for the building of a meeting hall in Hickox Street. 

 
The work at Glengarry West continued to grow and in the late 1930's Mr. & Mrs. V. Hill decided  

to donate a suitable block in the southeast corner of their farm on the Tyers-Glengarry Road, to the 

Home Mission for the erection of a church building. It was discovered that if the property was 

donated, gift duty was payable to the government, so it was purchased for £1. This was a cheaper 

option than paying gift duty. 

 
The building of the church was held up however, due to the Second World War and so it wasnt until 

1945,  under the supervision of Pastor J. Reynolds, that the Glengarry West Church was built        

by voluntary labour given by the farmers and their families. In the late 1940's the Church was 

dedicated and opened. The building was used for the Ladies Guild meetings and in 1951 the 

Glengarry West CWA rented the church for their monthly meetings. 

 
Every New Years Day the Glengarry Church would organize a picnic at Inverloch where the church 

pews would be put around the buses and canvas stretched over the top. On the first trip the navigators 

took a wrong turn and they ended up at Yarragon. On the last trip in 1939 the picnic was held at  

the same time as a young girl was murdered in another part of the little town. 

 
In Traralgon, over the  years weddings  were few  and far between until the Church moved into   

the present building. The work continued to have a steady influence in Traralgon, though it only 

gradually increased in members after the 1939-45 War. In 1946 the members roll showed 30 active 

members. With the return of servicemen and women to the area, and the increase  in  work  

available at the Australian Paper Mill and other industries, the town experienced a sudden growth in 

numbers, as did the whole region. This confirmed the establishment of the Cumberland Park Church 

and Sunday School. A recession at the Paper Mill in the 1960's influenced  the  Church  Roll. 

Sunday School showed a sudden decrease which lasted until the late 1960's when the number 

increased again to 124 children in five divisions with 19 teachers. This happened  during  the  

ministry of Rev. Chris Ward and later, Rev. Jim Graham. 

 
In order to warm the congregation during the winter months, a heater was purchased. Its cost was 

donated by Mr. & Mrs. B. Ikin in memory of their son Frank, who was killed whilst on holiday in 

Tasmania. 
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On 28 June 1948, during his last year at the church, Mr. Reynolds held a meeting at the manse at 

which a Baptist Men=s Society was formed. There were six men present plus a visitor, Rev. W. 

Collard and an apology from Mr. J. Waldron. Eight men were present at the second meeting on 11 

July and on 8 August there was an attendance of 22. 

 

In subsequent meetings  that year it was 1) agreed to assist at working bees on the new hall            

at Cumberland Park; 2) Mr. H. Lang, YMCA representative at Yallourn spoke of his calling to 

work amongst the men of the Camps at Yallourn and how he  had  been  instrumental  in  

alleviating the distressing conditions that previously existed  in  the  Camps;  3)  guest  speaker,  

Mr. Kent gave an interesting and informative talk on the wonders of the famous wartime invention 

Radar; 4) Mr. LaFrenz gave a short talk on Jet Propulsion and 5) Mr. Hedley Parker addressed the 

meeting on the subject of Psychological Aspect of Christianity 
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Rev. AD Shaw (1949) 

was an elderly retired Baptist Minister who served the church as interim Pastor for nearly twelve 

months from the time Mr. Reynolds left, until Rev. Shannon arrived. Mr. Shaw had no transport of 

his own and walked with a distinct limp. This did not prove a handicap to him as every day he would 

walk around Traralgon visiting members and adherents of the church, and when possible, would be 

driven to Glengarry West or Gormandale to visit the folk there. He endeared himself to all  

members of the congregation, and JG Waldron comments that 

the church was uplifted by his sincerity to the cause of the Baptist Church. We were all 

delighted to have known him, and were equally sorry when he had to leave. 

 
After Mr. Reynolds was transferred to Daylesford, Rev. Shaw (Interim Pastor) continued  the  

visitation in the Cumberland Park area and did much to increase the need for it to have its own 

building. He talked with the Men=s Society and the members of the  Traralgon  Church,  

encouraging them to do as much of the work as possible with voluntary labour. 

 
Post War conditions delayed the commencement of building and the Building Directorate Permit  

was not obtained until 22 August 1950.  The first post hole was dug on 5 April 1951. 

 
The Church was fortunate to have in its midst volunteers such as Mr. W. Rowe, clerk of works for 

all the Australian Paper Mill houses being built in the area; Mr. F. Waller, a carpenter and Manager of 

the Traralgon Joinery Works; his father who was a painter; Mr. W. Campbell, an electrician at the 

Paper Mill; and Mr. W. Scott, a concreter. These men were invaluable and an inspiration to the Mens 

Society to press on. 
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Most of the members of the Mens Society had mates who were handymen and the working bees had 

up to twenty men at a time. Added to this list of volunteers were also four carpenters who came  

over from Morwell to attend working bees. 

 
Due to Post War conditions, building materials were in short supply. All the materials were 

purchased in Melbourne and transported to Traralgon. It is interesting to note that a church was 

being built in Morwell under the same conditions and at the same time as the Cumberland Park 

project. This occasionally resulted in the two projects receiving each others orders and having to 

redirect them. Mr. Lawrence Warner who acted as Honorary Architect, designed both buildings. In 

fact the Cumberland Park hall was one of seven utility all purpose halls erected simultaneously by 

the Home Mission to similar, though not identical, plans designed by Mr. Warner. 

 
It took some time to get the necessary material on site to begin the work, but the first post hole was dug 

on  5  April 1951.  With Mr. J. Waldron as Church Secretary, the officers of the Church  gave  

much prayer and thought to the major task confronting them and they agreed to continue the building 

using voluntary labour as much as possible. 

 
The work proceeded mainly on Saturdays, holidays and spare time. The only labour paid for was the 

connection of the building to the Town Electricity Supply, the connecting of the water to the main, and 

the final lining of the inside of the building. These cost a total of £2,760 ($5,520).  The hope was  

to have it finished by Christmas 1951, but this was not to be. 

 
Rev. J. Manning, Superintendent of the Baptist Home Missionary Society, finally opened it on Sunday 

27 April 1952 at a 3 pm service.  At the Official Opening, Rev. Manning welcomed the large  

crowd gathered outside the building. He praised the work of the voluntary helpers and handed the 

key to the Secretary of the Church, Mr. J. Waldron, who then opened the doors. 

 
The service which followed was presided over by Mr. B. Montgomery who was then Chairman of 

the Victorian Baptist Home Missionary Society. Rev. L. Shannon read from Ephesians 6:10-20 and 

Rev. J. Manning gave the address. 

 
The first  members of the Church who were welcomed into the Fellowship  by Rev. Manning         

in November 1952 were: Mrs. B. Bray, Miss M. Bray, Mr. & Mrs. W. Campbell,  Mrs. Parker,  

Mrs. Miller, Mr. & Mrs. A. White, Mr. & Mrs. L. Reid, Mrs. McKernan and Mr. & Mrs. J. Waldron. 

The first members meeting was held on 8 December 1952 and the following office bearers were 

appointed: Minute Secretary, Mr. J. Waldron; Treasurer, Mr. L. Reid; Church Committee, Mr. J. 

Waldron, Mr. L. Reid, Mr. A. White, Mrs. Bray, and Mrs. Miller. 
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A Traralgon newspaper cutting at the time had this full report on the  

opening: 

 

CHURCH HALL A TRIBUTE TO VOLUNTARY EFFORT. 

Twelve months of hard work and enthusiasm on the part of the Traralgon Baptist 

community culminated on Sunday last with the opening of the new church hall         

at Cumberland Park. Planned through the Victorian Baptist Home Missionary 

Society, much local voluntary effort was also required to make possible  - and to  

build - this now completed and ambitious project. The cost, even after a saving of  

approximately £1,000 by free work, will be £2,760. 

 

When the church hall was first considered it was thought £1,800 would cover all 

expenditure. But the swift change in the economics of the times caused this figure to be 

almost doubled. However, having met and defeated all the many difficulties, those 

responsible can now look with pride on their achievement and upon a building which will 

undoubtedly serve the community of the area splendidly for years to come. 

 
The hall is a commodious structure, 50ft long and 25ft wide. It is nicely lined and well lit, the 

fluorescent method being introduced for night-time use. At the northern end are two useful 

rooms which can be used as a vestry and for other purposes. On the eastern side is attached a 

kitchen with facilities suitable for social gatherings. 

 
Much credit must be given to Mr. JG Waldron, the force behind the scenes. From first to last 

he was a driving influence; his enthusiasm was contageous and brought its reward in the co-

operation of others. Week after week he spent Saturdays, holidays and evening leisure in 

forwarding the erection of the hall upon which he had set his mind and his heart. He was 

ably assisted by Messrs W. Rowse and F. Walker (builders), W. Campbell (electrician), W. 

Scott (concreter), and others. 

 
Acknowledgment of Mr. Waldrons part was made on Sunday when he turned the key which 

officially gave entrance to the new church hall.  The  superintendent  of  the  Victorian 

Baptist Home Missionary Society (Rev. J.G. Manning) inviting  him  to  perform the 

ceremony, referred appreciatively to the very important part Mr. Waldron had played. 

 
As the doors swung open a large gathering surged into the church hall to take part in the 

first service.  This was  of a bright nature, and  over which Mr.  B. Montgomery, chairman  

of  the  Victorian  Baptist  Home  Missionary  Society,  presided.  The congregation was  

soon wholeheartedly singing the opening hymn; 
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O Thou whose hand hath brought us 

Unto this joyful day, 

Accept our glad thanksgiving 

And listen as we pray. 

Following this Pastor LB Shannon, who ministers to adherents of the church, extended a 

cordial welcome to all. They came from far and near, he said, and he hoped they would be 

blessed in the fellowship which would be provided through the new church hall. 

 
Cr. DG Gilmour was included in the Pastors  welcome, and the shire president was seated  

on the platform which also serves as a preaching dais.  Invited to speak, Cr. Gilmour did   

so, and claimed it a very great pleasure and joy to take part in the opening ceremony. It was 

very gratifying to see the church expanding. Other churches were also making preparations 

to come into the area. After all it is the spiritual need of the people which is the greatest 

need.  I sincerely trust your work here is very fruitful he concluded. 

 
Gift books were then presented to Messrs F. Waller, W. Rowe, Campbell, May, Noble 

and J.G. Waldron to commemorate and mark their interest and work in the erection of 

the church hall.  The volumes were very suitably chosen and inscribed. 

 
Accorded the opportunity of saying a few words Mr. Waldron was generous in his 

praise of others, and to them extended sincere thanks for assistance and co-operation. 

The ladies, too, who had provided refreshments for the workers shared in the 

appreciations he expressed. The  hall had been completed in under 12 months, and    

it wanted a fortnight to the full period since the first posthole had been sunk, said 

Mr. Waldron. 

 

Tradesmen had put their best work into the building. Tradespeople of the town had 

also been very co-operative and assisted in every way they could. His hope was that the 

labors expended would be repaid by the people of the area using the church hall and 

worshipping in it. Services would be held every Sunday at 11 am and 7 pm with Sunday 

School at 2:30. 

 
Mr. Montgomery, who presided, took the opportunity of indicating the Home Missions 

interest in such work as church halls. Since the war, over £100,000 had  been 

expended on similar buildings in Victoria. 
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Scripture reading by Pastor Shannon; a talk more particularly to the young people by 

the Rev.Mr. Manning; the singing of a second hymn; and the Benediction concluded an 

afternoon ceremony which will be some day written in the history of Traralgons 

development. 

 
Before departure everyone wrote their names in a visitors book provided to mark the 

auspicious occasion. 

 
To help raise funds, various organizations were permitted to use the hall for meetings. Among  

these were the Cumberland Park Progress Association and Benevolent Society, and the 6th graders 

from the Kosciusko Street State School used it while extensions were being made at the school for 

them.  In 1954 the hall was used as a pre-school for the children in the area. 

 
On 10 August 1952 Mrs. J. Mitchell, one of the first members of the Traralgon Church, passed  

away in Melbourne. 
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Rev. Ken Webb 

served the church from 1952 to 1955 and on leaving Traralgon was transferred to Ringwood, but  

he eventually resigned from the Baptist Union of Victoria and moved to South Australia. 

 
In 1954 Mr. F. Marks donated some pine trees from his farm to the Glengarry Church which, when sold 

to the Paper Mill, brought £99. Also of interest is that Stan and Ted Cooper had the contract to  

cart the cream from the farms to the Glengarry Butter Factory before the 1st World War. 

 
Each February a Harvest Thanksgiving was held at Glengarry when cabbages and tomatoes were  

later auctioned for ridiculous prices (A cabbage for $10 or a case of tomatoes for $10) under Frank 

Marks hammer. 

 

 

Rev. M Warn (1956 - 60) 

was well known as a member of the White & Warn Childrens Missions before coming to Traralgon, 

and had served in Baptist Churches in most parts of Victoria conducting childrens missions on a 

weekly basis. 

 
From its opening until 1956 separate services were held at Church Street and Cumberland Park,  

and although this divided the congregation in Traralgon, it increased the combined ministry of the 

Church in the district and also increased the numbers in the Sunday Schools.  At a Church Business 
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Meeting held on 25 June 1956 a motion was carried: 

That the Cumberland Park Baptist Church and the Traralgon Baptist Church unite in one 

church to be known as the Traralgon Baptist Church, and that the Traralgon Baptist Church 

assume all the responsibilities formerly carried by both churches either separately or jointly. 

 
A second motion was also carried immediately after this: 

That for the time being the Services continue to be held in the morning at Traralgon and in the 

evening at Cumberland Park. 

 
However, in 1957 a recession at the Paper Mill combined with the transfer of a number  of 

members, caused the services at Cumberland Park to be discontinued. 

 
The building continued to be used for Sunday School and youth activities and a bus was hired from the 

Latrobe Valley Bus Lines to bring the children to Sunday School and  Church and home again.  

This bus had a regular route around Traralgon and on most Sundays was full. 

 
In 1956 there were a number of young mothers with young families and also young women who 

were working and so could not attend the Ladies guild which was held during the day. It was 

decided to form a Ladies Evening Group with Mrs. Warn as President and Mrs. Muffett as Vice- 

President. The Secretary was Miss Gunther and the Treasurer, Mrs. J.Waldron. They met every 

Friday evening and enjoyed recreational and spiritual activities. Whenever possible on special 

occasions, they worked with the Ladies Guild. 

 
As time went on, and the younger family members started school, their mothers were able to attend and 

join the Ladies Guild. Many of the  working  ladies  who  attended  the  Evening  Group  were 

school teachers, bank officers, etc., and were transferred to other towns. So the numbers at the Ladies 

Evening Group dwindled and in 1968 their meeting was discontinued. 

 
Rev. Warn began services at Callignee on 5 May 1957, but this only lasted a year or two for the  

same reason as the other outstations closed. 

 
In 1957 the following Annual Report of the Gippsland Baptist Association was  

presented: 

The Gippsland Baptist  Association was founded in February 1935 at a meeting held in    

the Baptist Manse, Korumburra. Those present were Rev. T.F.Keyte of the Wonthaggi 

Church, Rev. T.H. Crago, Korumburra, Pastor R. Leith Traralgon, Rev. D.C.Lewis Sale, 

and Rev. F. Robinson representing the Baptist Home Mission. 

The   aims   of   the   Association   were   set   down   as   Inspirational,   Educational     and 
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Developmental. Up till the War period in 1941 the meetings were held regularly at the 

various Baptist Churches throughout Gippsland. The first post War meeting was held at 

Sale in April 1946. 

 
Since then the Lords work throughout Gippsland has increased until now six churches namely 

Korumburra, Wonthaggi,  Moe,  Morwell,  Traralgon  and  Sale  combine  to  hold  

meetings quarterly at the various churches. As you are aware the Latrobe Valley is an up 

and coming centre, and the scope of our work is increasing throughout that section. The 

churches in that area are Traralgon, Morwell and Moe. 

 
During the past year various matters have been discussed which I would like to put before 

you on behalf of the Association. (Various matters are mentioned and then . . ) 

 

That we investigate the possibility of  securing  a  half  hour  sponsored  programme  on 

3UL Warragul. 

 
It was thought that we may be able to extend the existing Baptist Church Hour on 3XY to 

3UL. Rev. McComb who was formerly at the Moe Church but now at the Sunshine Church, 

still has a quarter hour programme on 3UL at 4 pm Sunday afternoon. The management of 

3UL has informed us that the only time available is for ¼hour immediately following Mr. 

McComb=s session at 4:15 pm. 

 
As the Baptist Church Hour is a 30 minute programme we have decided to wait for the time 

being at least and, if the way opened up later, the proposal could be reconsidered. For your 

information the session if it is held on 3UL on a Sunday afternoon would cost 3.18.0 per 

half hour. For one year this would work out at £232.16.0. A quarter hour session on 

Sunday afternoons would cost £2.5.6 for one session and £122.6.0 for one year. The prices 

at 3TR Sale are  considerably  dearer.   3TR  cannot  be  heard  so  well  down  in   the  

Korumburra  and Wonthaggi areas so we have only as yet approached 3UL. 

 

 
The management of 3TR recently discontinued a devotional programme which was held most 

week days by the various local Protestant Churches.  Mr. Wade of the Sale Church had  

been conducting the session at 5 pm each Thursday.  The Management of 3TR had   donated 
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this time to the churches. 

 

As you  can see, at  the  moment at least, the possibilities of having a session on the air     

are remote.   However the Baptist Church at Sale still has its Morning Service broadcast   

by the courtesy of 3TR on the second Sunday of each month at 11 am. We must thank God 

for this privilege of spreading the Gospel by radio at least once a month. 

 

 
The Traralgon report to this same meeting, by Pastor M. Warn said; 

 

The  church  services  are  now  all  held  in  the  main  church  (at  Church  Street)  and   

the Cumberland Park Church is used for other meetings and socials etc. 

 
 

There are approximately 120 children now attending Sunday School, 70 of whom generally 

stay to the morning service. A Sunday School bus is hired at a cost of£4.10.0 a week. 

Several trips often bring as many as 100 to the Sunday School. This is resulting in lack of 

room at the Sunday School. Church membership stands at 35.  A film service is held 

each month. About 3 laymen often take services. 

 
Problems: Unfortunately some baptized believers have not accepted the full responsibility  

of membership. 

When he left Traralgon, Mr. Warn went to Colac and later served with the Baptist Union of 

Victoria and Whitley College in various roles. 
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Rev. Chris Ward (1960 - 64) 

and his family came to the church in October 1960 and two important themes appear throughout  

the Church Business Meeting Minutes during 1961. The  first  was  the development  of  an  All 

Age Sunday School (AASS). This  was  a  concept  that  was  sweeping  the  Baptist Churches at 

that time. It would provide classes for children and adults and, hopefully, become the main means of 

learning and spiritual growth for the members of the church. This finally came to fruition on 

8 April 1962 when a special service was held to commission the teachers for the AASS. 

 

The second theme that dominates the minutes of 1961 is the forward planning for the development of 

the church property. Mr. Jack Manning of the Home Mission Department had written asking the 

church to produce a Master Plan for the future of the churchs property development.  All this time 



Traralgon & District Baptist Church | Centenary History 2003 40  

the development planned was in relation to the Church Street property. There were constant 

problems discussed as they grappled with the financial implications of renovating and developing 

the property at Church Street.  This went on through 1962 and into 1963. 

 

Re Christian Endeavour, the following report is found in the November 1963 edition of The 

Traralgon Baptist Christian Endeavour Bulletin. 

JCE (Junior Christian Endeavour) REPORT 

The JCE had had a fairly successful year with attendance  ranging  between  six  and  

thirty. Unfortunately, we lost the services of Miss Maple and Mrs. Kilmartin, but were glad 

to have Mrs. Knowles to help lead and Geoff Black as pianist. 

Visiting speakers through the year were:       Brian Willersdorf   (Youth for Christ) 

Garry Coleman  (Ambassadors) 

Bob Ferguson (Ambassadors) 

Robin Foreman  (Ambassadors) 

 
During the year we had a visit from Sale JCE and twelve of our Endeavourers enjoyed     

the return trip. 

Office bearers this year were: President   -  Glenda Collins 

Secretary  -   Sandra Collins 

New Office bearers are: President   -  Heather Muffett 

Secretary  -   Lesley Metcalfe 

 
As well as their ministry in the Traragon Baptist Church, Rev. and Mrs. Ward also enjoyed their 

ministry at Glengarry West. Each Sunday they used to drive out with Bob and Mabel Waller who 

helped in the Sunday School. Of some concern to the Wallers was Chriss propensity to be a bit heavy 

on the accelerator, and Mabel took the opportunity from time to time to  remind  him  (in  a  

friendly manner) of this problem. 

 
Chris, who had come from a farming background, also found a way to raise  money for  the 

building fund for the new Kay Street Church. He bought some calves and fattened them up and then 

sold them for a profit using donated paddocks to agist them. 

 
Ever the practical man, Chris got together with a Geoff, a Christian employee in local television,  

and built an organ for the present Kay Street Church.  Up to that time the church only had a piano  

to lead the worship. 

 
Going back to 9 April 1963, the following minutes appear: 
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1. Moved Mr. Murffett, seconded Mr. Clifton that we recommend to the  Church  

Meeting that four blocks of land in Kay Street and three in Grey Street be 

purchased Carried. 

2. Moved Mr. Murffett, seconded Mrs. Parker that the Church Street land be 

disposed of to the best advantage at the appropriate time.  Carried.. 

 
In the September Business Meeting of that year the Home Mission sent the church a statement showing 

that, as at 31 July 1963 they had loans amounting to £2,757-10-0 for Cumberland Park and £9,695- 

17-3 for 25 Church St. and Kay Street - Grey Street land. 

In early December 1963, Mr. Ward let the church know at their monthly Church Business Meeting, that 

he had accepted a call from the Hamilton Church and that his last  Sunday would  be  on  12 

January 1964. 

 

The Wards had four children, one girl and three boys, and after they had left Traralgon they were 

involved in a car accident and one of the sons was killed.  Chris was in hospital for some time   

with his injuries. 
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Rev. Jim Graham (1964 - 69) 

was working for the Victorian Railways when the Second World War broke out. He resigned from 

his position and joined the RAAF as a wireless operator and served in India. On his return from the 

War he studied as a Primary School teacher at the Melbourne Teachers College. He taught  at  

Strath Creek,  Edithvale  and  Seaford  before resigning from  the Education Department and doing 

a two year course with the Melbourne Bible Institute in 1951/2 

 
When he finished this course he spent three and a half  years as a missionary school teacher           

at Warburton Ranges in Western Australia. He then returned to Melbourne to study at the 

Theological College and was ordained in 1963. 

 
Whilst in Traralgon, Mr. Graham became involved with many youth organizations in Traralgon  

and developed the youth work of the Church significantly. He was also a valued member of the 

Cooinda Hill Committee, spending much time telling these children simple Bible stories. 

Cooinda Hill provides life 

  experiences for people with a 

disability. This includes 

communication, art, self-advocacy, pre-vocational and community based vocational training, 

community inclusion, personal development, social education, recreation and leisure. In addition, 

Cooinda Hill encourages the wider community to include people with a disability in their day to day 
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life. 

 

Rev Jim Graham and Mrs. Graham found great delight in their ministry at Glengarry West and Mrs. 

Graham remembers it with pleasure as a thriving dairy farming area with several families on the 

land there. Bob and Mabel Waller also continued their interest and supported the Sunday School at 

Glengarry West. The Glengarry West Church was only tiny, but the people there took a pride in 

keeping it nice. Services were held on Sunday afternoons. In 1960 the Glengarry West Church 

was insured for £860 and its contents for £100 at a premium of £4-17-9d. The last service was 

held in the Glengarry West Church building some time in 1977. In 1982/3 the building was moved 

to the Glengarry West School where it was used as a library. The land does not seem to have been 

sold until late in 1988. 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Hill were great workers in the Church from its inception, but moved to Lakes Entrance  

in 1956. They returned to Traralgon in the 1970's. When they passed away, their services were 

conducted by Rev. D. Poupard at Traralgon, and the cortege, at their request, passed by the 

Glengarry West site on the way to the Toongabbie Cemetery. 

 
Rev. Graham came to the Traralgon Church when it was meeting in a small weather board building in 

Hotham Street. The manse was next door, adjacent to the  CWA Hall and opposite the Deakin  

Street Medical Centre. The Church also had buildings in Cumberland Street and a Fellowship at 

Glengarry West. During his ministry the new church complex in Kay Street was built and the 

congregation grew in numbers.        The old church in Hotham Street was later sold for removal for 

£150! 

 

In February 1965 the Cumberland Park hall was moved from its Kay Street position on the corner  

of Washington Street to its present site facing Grey Street at the back  of the new Kay Street  

church  property,  and  was  renovated  by  voluntary  labour.     The  cost  to  move  the  hall    was 

£495 with an additional cost of two shillings for the footings. The first service was held at this new 

site in September 1965. 

 

It was general knowledge at this time in Traralgon that the Princes Highway would be re-routed down 

Kay Street. As a result of this there was keen competition between the oil companies to purchase  

the  Cumberland  Park  site  for  a  service  station.     Eventually  BP  Australia  purchased  it     for 

$17,000.  Mr. Black, the Church Secretary at the time, notes in the minutes: 

. . letter to Messrs Martin and Martin requesting contract of sale be prepared for 

sale of C. Park site to BP Australia Ltd. for £17,000.  (Glory be!) 
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When the plans were changed to re-route the highway to its present position, the site was again 

sold. This time it went to an optician who built a clinic on the site. 

 

In passing, an interesting note in the minutes of the meeting held on 13 July 1965: 

A new paper The Latrobe Valley Express was commencing in Morwell with Pat 

Hegarty as editor.  This to be kept in mind for news reports of church activities. 

 
Mrs. Olive Graham has a vivid recollection of the old building in Church Street when their cat 

joined the evening worship service by climbing under the church and appearing up through the 

floorboards next to the pulpit. Rather than cause a fuss, the cat calmly trotted down the centre aisle and 

out the front door. When the hole was located and repaired, it was several weeks before pusss 

plaintive pleas stopped. 

 
Even in  the sixties it was envisaged that Traralgon would become  a large provincial  city,  and   

the church realized the importance of having adequate, functional buildings for worship, youth 

work, etc. 

 
In 1959 with a view to catering for increased numbers both in the Sunday School and in Church 

attendance, it was planned to build a new church on the Church Street site. It would be necessary to 

borrow  £10,000.   This matter was discussed with the Home Mission on several occasions    and 

eventually it was decided not to go ahead with a new building on that site because of the increase 

in the shopping area of Traralgon. Church Street was rapidly becoming a commercial  area, and it 

was thought that the centre of the business area was not the most suitable site for a Church. 

 
Investigations began for another suitable site and it seemed that the block that was later to house 

the Stegbar building might be the right one, but further enquiries found that this would provide 

insufficient parking for the Churchs needs. 

 
The Churchs membership in 1963 was 64 with approximately 70 adherents, and whilst it seemed that 

the Church would have difficulty raising the money each year to repay the Home Mission, yet it 

always supported worthwhile appeals. 

 
There were two blocks of land in Cumberland Park.  One had the hall on it and the other was  

spare. The hall was used for Sunday School, socials etc., as there was no hall at the Hotham Street 

church. 

 
Meanwhile enquiries were being made for a suitable building site within easy walking distance of 

the city  centre.   Eventually a new five block site was  purchased  by the  Home Mission  in   April 
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1963 for £5,600.  It was situated between Kay and Grey Streets, with four blocks facing Kay  

Street and one adjoining block facing Grey Street. This was a suitable size to provide space for a 

manse as well as church buildings. 

 
The Cumberland Park hall was moved to the new site and placed on the block facing Grey Street   

in February 1965 and was renovated by voluntary labour. The quote from the house removalist, 

Mr. Wilson of Korumburra, to move the church was £450, but he commented that it would have  

to wait for two months until November as the ground was too wet, and he also commented that the 

roof was too high and the church could save some money if they were to remove the roof and 

replace it themselves on the new site. In this case he would only charge £350! It seems that the 

church opted to pay the higher price and the assistance of the State Electricity Commission was 

called upon to raise some of their wires during the shift, and we have included a picture in this book 

of the Cumberland Park Church on the move with its roof intact. 

 
Right from the beginning of the re-location the youth work expanded and the Girls and Boys 

Brigades were very popular with approximately 100 girls and 60 boys in their respective clubs. The 

last service was held in the old church on 29 August 1965. 

 
 

The Boys' Brigade 

was founded on the 4th of October, 1883 by William Alexander 

Smith at the Free College Church Mission, North Woodside Road, 

Glasgow. 

It was fairly common recreation for teenage boys to attend Sunday 

Schools with the main aim to cause mischief. The Sunday School at 

the Free College Church Mission was no exception. 

 

In response to this, William Smith, a Sunday School teacher who 

was also involved with the YMCA and the "Volunteers" (similar to 

todays day's Army Reserves), with counsel from two close friends 

John and James Hill, met and prayed together throughout the 

English summer of 1883 to devise a unique system of giving Boys 

an organisation as part of the Church, based on Religion and 

Discipline. "What they need is discipline and esprit de corps. If I 

can help control these activities and direct them into the right 

channels, the boys will enjoy themselves far more than running 

wild, and instead of becoming mere hooligans and loafers, they 

will gain manliness and, more than that, they may be led to the 

service of their Master." 

 

The original program involved a simple form of drill, gymnastics 

and team games for his Sunday School members of 12 years of age. 

That December the first examination for Boy leader promotions 

were held. Uniform for the first year was a rosette (badge); 
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afterwards a forage ("pill-box") cap (an informal cap of soldiers of that day), belt and 

haversack (used by the boys to carry food) were introduced. The BB Uniform set the standard 

for most of the other voluntary youth organisations that followed. 

 

For the girls the Girls' Brigade of Ireland commenced in 1893. The Girls Guild in Scotland 

owed its formation in 1900 to a BB Officer and the Girls' Life Brigade started in 1902 as a 

sister organisation to the Boys' Life Brigade. These three organisations united in 196$ under 

the name of The Girls' Brigade.! 

 

The first BB company was formed at the St. Marks Church of England, Fitzroy, Melbourne in 

1890 and the first Girls’ Brigade Company was established in 1927 at Wyalkatchem 

Methodist Church in Western Australia. 

 
After its closing, JG Waldron, in expressing appreciation for the ministry at 

Cumberland Park, says: 

To the great number who helped to build this hall, to the Traralgon Church, to the 

Victorian Baptist Home Mission, and above  all  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  the  

local fellowship expresses sincere thanks for all the benefits gained by the building 

of the Cumberland Park Hall. 

 
The first service was held in the Grey Street hall on 5 September 1966. Part of the Sunday School met 

in the Salvation Army hall in 1965 and in the Soldiers Memorial Hall from 1965 until the opening 

of the new buildings. 

 

(Decimal currency was introduced in Australia on 14 February 1966. I findit somewhat confusing in 

trying to follow the various costs at this time, to know whether they are expressed in £ or $.) 

 

The Cumberland Park site was sold to BP Australia in April 1966 for £17,000. The Church Street 

site and the adjoining manse in Hotham Street were sold to Mr. W. Sparks of Toongabbie for a cash 

offer of £15,520 in May 1966. This was £110 per foot for Church Street and £6,500 for the 

manse. The following conditions applied: a) that the church have vacant possession of the manse 

from the date of sale rent free, and b) that the City Council approve the subdivision plan. 

 
The manse in Kay Street was built first. Mr. Black was largely responsible for the design. The 

church received four tenders: from R. Keuch for £7,609; from RE King for £9,223; from I 

Davidson for £7,970; and from B & W Builders for £7,794. R. Keuchs tender was accepted and 

after  discussions  with  him  regarding  some  savings  that  could  be  made,  the  final  cost     was 

£6,792 ($13,584) on the churchs land. The  manse  and  the  church  were  built  over  an  old 

creek  bed.  That  was  probably appropriate for a Baptist church!   The new manse was dedicated 

on 12 June 1966. 
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The new church and hall which were later built to face Kay Street were opened in September 1966. 

The tender  price  was $54,000.    A clipping from a paper printed at the time the new building    

was dedicated, stated, 

 
The Church has looked forward to this day with keen anticipation. The  way has  

been difficult and discouraging at times, but the Church feels that God in His mercy 

has been leading. Now the Church will be able to serve the Lord  in  a  wider 

sphere.  This building is a monument to the faith of a few who have  believed,  

despite all the disappointments, that God would give a building to house the 

Church. 

 
A letter was received in 1986 from Douglas and Dulcie Black who had been asked to send 

their memories of the church for a church history. 

 
Dear Mr. Poupard, 

 

We, the Black family settled in Traralgon in May 1955 and left at the end of 1965  

to come to Melbourne. In that period we were actively involved in the activities of 

the church under the pastoral leadership of Revs Ken Webb, Milton Warn, Chris 

Ward and Jim Graham. 

The diaconate included Mrs. Dorothy Parker and the following gentlemen (all since 

deceased), Bill Campbell, Bruce Ikin, Charles Muffett, Bill Waldron and Lloyd Morris. I  

was a deacon and Church Secretary for some of the time in addition to being Hon. Secretary 

of the Gippsland Baptist Association. 

Property changes took place including the development of the present complex, the site  

being previously a cordial factory. 

I was associated with the  removal  of  the  hall  from  Cumberland  Park  and  the  sale  

and demolition of the original weatherboard  church  in  the  town  centre  (Hotham  

Street). The existing manse was built to my designs and specifications. 

People have changed in the years since we left and the ones remaining include Bob and Mabel 

Waller, Dorothy Parker, the Miller family and the Glengarry West group. We are pleased to 

read the Traralgon News in The Witness and praise the Lord for  the  continuing blessing 

attending your ministry there. 

With every good wish, 

Yours in Christian bonds, 
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Douglas and Dulcie Black. 

 

PS. I was the Design Engineer with 

APM. 

 

PPS. We are members of the Canterbury Church (Minister - Rev. Daryl Sidey) and I 

am also a member of the Property and Finance Committee of the Baptist Union. 

After the new manse and church had been built, word went around that the Princes Highway was 

going to come down Kay Street. Jim approached BP Australia to see if they wanted to buy the 

Cumberland Park site for a service station. It was eventually sold for a ridiculously high price, which 

helped a great deal toward the debt.  The rumours later turned out to be unfounded. 

The church also owned land at Traralgon East. This was being held as there had  been  vague 

thoughts about relocating there at one time. When the Kay Street project went ahead the church 

continued to hold the land in Traralgon East which continued to gain in value, and was eventually 

sold to complete the payment of the churchs debts.   When it was sold, not everyone agreed with   

the decision as some saw the potential of this land for future development. 

Another of Olive Grahams recollections was of a tremendous storm that descended on Traralgon about 

six months after the new church was opened. The insurance companies called it an act of God! The 

church building was flooded, literally for about three inches.  All the carpet had to come up and it  

was taken to the Dry Cleaners in Hotham Street to dry out on their big racks. 

It seems that it was during this time that the Christian Endeavour Societies faded out. The last  

record of attendance for the Young Peoples Society is October  1966.  There was  a  roll of  14  

with a final attendance of 10. 

However, with the opening of the new church it was decided to form a choir. This choir sang with help 

from the Morwell choir and other helpers. After the opening a choir sang regularly  at  Sunday 

services. In 1968 a Junior Choir was started and sang from time to time at Sunday services. 

In 1969 when Jim Graham left, the membership of the Church was 87.  So  what  was  the  

emphasis during his ministry that could have been responsible for that growth? The following  

have been suggested: 

He had a  strong  ministry  to  young  people  especially  through  the  Girls  and  Boys  Brigades.  

In September 1964, 53 girls were enrolled in the newly formed 1st Traralgon Company of the Girls 

Life Brigade, the first such company to be formed in the Latrobe Valley. Mrs. Graham was Captain 

and Mr. Graham was Chaplain. Other office bearers were Mrs. Hothking and  Miss  E.  Morley 

(now Mrs. B. Adams) as Lieutenant. Junior Officers were Miss R.Swift, Miss V.Lawler, Miss 

V.Bechner, Miss N.Bryan and Miss B.York.     Mrs. Nancy Brown was also a devoted leader in the 



Traralgon & District Baptist Church | Centenary History 2003 48  

Girls Brigade at this time. To become a member of the Girls Brigade each girl had to regularly 

attend a Sunday School or church of their own denomination. 

In November 1964 a Boys Brigade was formed with about 25 boys and Rev. Jim Graham as  

Captain. They met every Friday night. Mr. Allan was Lieutenant and Mr.D.M.Hodgkin assistant. In 

March 1967 the Boys Brigade report showed that the 31 boys attended the  following Sunday 

School or churches: 

Anglican 4 

Baptist 14 

Churches of Christ 5 

Methodist 1 

Presbyterian 4 

Salvation Army 2 

Roman Catholic 1 
 

After being in operation for only five weeks, the Girls Brigade response was most encouraging 

with 37 girls attending the sixth meeting. The cadet section of the Girls Brigade which met on a 

Saturday morning at this stage, had an average attendance of 10. The first meetings of the Girls 

Brigade were held in the Church Street building.  When  this building was sold,  the Girls and  

Boys Brigades still flourished in difficult circumstances. For a  while  they used  the Salvation 

Army Hall further up Kay Street until the Grey Street hall was ready for  use.  Both  Brigades 

shared this hall and the Church Services. 

After the new church was opened, the Girls Brigade continued to grow until almost 100 girls aged 

from 7 yrs to 17 were attending in the four sections, namely Cadets, Juniors, Seniors and Pioneers. 

Some of the girls went right through all sections. Many accepted Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and 

one girl is now an officer in a Brigade in Sydney. 

About 350 girls went through the Brigade in the 8 years of its existence. The Girls Brigade was very 

active at the spiritual level. As with the Boys  Brigade, all the girls had to attend a church or 

Sunday School of their choice. As many of the girls had no affiliation, the Baptist Sunday School 

and church was bursting at the seems. 

They attended the Christian Camps at Mill Valley Ranch at Tynong many times, being one of the first 

groups to be there when it first opened.  Other Christian camps were also visited. 

 

The Brigade took part in the Girls Brigade State Sports several times and two years running  

walked away with the Championship Shield. For example the 1967 Annual Report includes the 

following item: 
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We again entered two basketball teams in the Girls Brigade Basketball Association. The  

Girls Brigade Moonbeamers (under 14) did extremely well, only being beaten in the 

Preliminary Final round. The Girls Brigade Hermits (under 16) also did well by missing 

the four in the very last  round  by ½%.  Best and Fairest Moonbeamers went to Bev  

Murray with runner up Pam Collins. Best and Fairest Hermits to Glenda Collins with equal 

runner up Wendy Hobson and Rhonda Eastburn. 

 
Over the years many ladies of our church and other churches served with dedication to bring the 

Gospel to young girls. The Girls Brigade was interdenominational. The membership in 1966 was 96 

and when the Girls Brigade finally had to close down in 1972 due to no leaders being available, the 

membership was 76. 

A number  of  ladies from  the Church formed the Girls Brigade Auxiliary.   These ladies helped   

at displays, suppers etc. Among these ladies were Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Dickenson, Mrs. Collins and 

Mrs. Clifton. 

Mr. Graham also had an active ministry to the community outside the church. His chaplaincy role  

at Cooinda Hill was an example of this, as was his participation in TV  spots  and  other  

community interests.  Mrs. Graham writes: 

In 1966 Jim became Chaplain at Cooinda Hill and thoroughly enjoyed his work 
there, particularly with those from the workshop groups. I remember one young man 

asking Why did God make me different? And we heard of some of them who 
demanded that grace be said at home at meal time. One person went to the piano at  

home  and astounded his parents by playing Jesus Loves Me even though he had 

never played before. 

Some snippets from the Minute Books: 

At a special meeting of deacons on 18 May 1969 our Pastor intimated that he had 

been invited to teach full time at the Grey Street State School for a period of 12 

weeks and requested permission from the diaconate to accept the position. The 

deacons agreed to the request and proposed to recommend to the next church 

meeting that Rev. Graham be permitted to accept the teaching position for a period 

of 12 weeks and the during this time his salary be reduced to $30 per week. 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *  * 

Rev. Graham requested one weeks leave from 25th August to 1st September as part of his 

holidays. Granted. He also intimated that he would be attending the Annual Assembly 

Meetings in Melbourne for part of the time between October 8th - 15th. 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *  * 

Pastor Graham indicated that he would probably be departing from Traralgon at the end 

of November and his last service would be on November 23rd 1969. 
 

The church held a special farewell social evening for the Grahams and their family on Saturday 22
nd 

November 1969. 
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There was always a good working relationship between local people, council and the church.  It  

was a policy of the church to show that they cared for people in need, and sought to do something 

about it. Also important was Mr. Grahams strong visitation program, and the fact that he and his 

wife were totally committed to the Gospel and consequently had a convincing Christian influence 

wherever they went. 

During the Grahams ministry Bill Waldron was Church Secretary and Dorothy Parker Treasurer. 

Although  there was a Building and Finance Committee, it was still these two and the minister   

who handled the fairly complicated financial dealings to do with the sale of the old properties, the 

shifting of the Cumberland Park Church and the building of the manse and new church and hall. 

In May 1969 mail deliveries were limited to once a day and it was decided that as this could cause 

delay of mail etc., it was agreed to obtain a Private Box at the Post Office. 
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Rev. M. McCullough (1970 - 77) 

commenced  his  ministry  at  Traralgon 

in  1970.  He  was  ordained  to  the 

Baptist ministry after theological 

training,  on  24 September 1934. He 

served a number of churches in NSW, 

including  Millthorpe,  Ingleburn, 

Leichardt, Murwillumbah, Bathurst and  

Eastwood.  He  came  to  Victoria in  

the  early  1950's  and  served  at West 

Moreland and East Ringwood before 

coming to Traralgon. 

 
He had a great interest in the work of 

the Australian Baptist Missionary 

Society and was secretary of the 

Victorian Department from 1965 - 

1969. In 1942 he was appointed a 

chaplain in the AIF, an appointment 

that    was    to    lead    to    an  active 

involvement in Military Chaplaincy after the War. He held the senior office of Chaplain General 

which necessitated travelling to Canberra on occasions. 



Traralgon & District Baptist Church | Centenary History 2003 51  

On coming to Traralgon he  immediately  put  his  personal  stamp  on  the  community  by  

building relationships through the service groups such as Rotary, and in his street walks. He would 

walk around the streets and main shopping area and greet people as he went, or poke his head inside a 

shop and greet a shopkeeper or assistant by their name.      Everybody got to know Mr.  Mac or just 

Mac as he was affectionately called. Mr. Mac was also a man with an ecumenical vision and 

enjoyed working in co- operation with other Churches and traditions. 

 
The Grey Street hall was used by the Church of England from July 1970 while they built their    

new church in Grey St. At their Rite of Dedication on 19 December 1971 of the new St. James 

Church there was a note of appreciation in the Order of Service which said: 

We vacated the old St. James Church in July 1970. Until today, that is, a period of 

nearly eighteen months, we have relied on the kindness of our Baptist brethren, who 

gave to this Parish the free use of their Church Hall for regular Church services   

and functions  and,  when  necessary,  made  their  Church  available  to  us.      The 

Anglican Church in Traralgon is deeply grateful to  the  Rev. M. 

McCullough and his congregation. 

 
The church hall was often used to help various clubs such as Rotary to check electric blankets etc.  

It was also the location where various needles were offered to protect the community. Social 

evenings were held especially at Christmas time when a Christmas tree displayed gifts for the needy 

and also for children at Swan House in Sale.  Groups from the Mens  Society used to visit the  

Prison Farm at Morwell River south of Boolarra. 

 
During the McCullough=s long service leave in 1973 when they went overseas, Rev. and Mrs. 

Harold Evans served the church for a couple of months, endearing themselves to the people. 

Visiting and local lay preachers helped to fill the pulpit during that time. 

 
In spite  of his personal charisma and undoubted communication skills, there was still a decline     

in church membership during his time here. There were some obvious reasons for this. The world 

was becoming a more mobile place and a significant portion of the population only stayed a short 

time in any one place and then moved on. It was also difficult to find leaders for the Girls and Boys 

Brigades and they finally folded in 1973/4.  This also had an effect on church membership. 

 
On 19 December 1975, Mr. W. R. (Bill) Waldron who had been the Church Secretary for over 20 years, 

died. His death was a major shock for the church, but Mr. Waldron would have been pleased to know 

that the Church was able to celebrate its 75th Anniversary in 1978 by clearing the debt on all lands 

and buildings. The new hall in Grey Street adjoining the church, was named The Waldron Wing 
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in his honour. At the next Church Meeting on 3 March 1976, Rev. McCullough paid the following 

tribute to Mr. Waldron: 

The Pastor, Officers and Members of the Traralgon Baptist Church desire to place  

on  official  record  this  Appreciation  and  Thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  Life  and 

Ministry of their late beloved brother William Reuben Waldron who was suddenly 

called home on 19 December 1975. Arriving home from his place of employment at 

the SEC he was smitten with a cerebral condition while on his front steps and  

passed away with what was tragic suddenness for his family and with unexpected 

rapidity for his many friends. 

Bill Waldron, born and reared in Traralgon, served the church as Secretary for     

23 years, and longer as a Deacon and Member. A gracious and friendly person of 

deep spiritual culture and a very efficient Church Officer in the real and varied 

disciplines of his office, he was indeed a beloved brother in Christ and will be sadly 

missed among us. 

A former prisoner  of war, his health was not always as robust  as many would  
have liked, yet he served the Kingdom with generous and ungrudging faithfulness, 
giving varied and valuable expressions of support to both Pastors and People. A 
good man and a godly man of rare humility and loyalty and humour, he was tall and 
straight in both stature and personal integrity. We thank God on every remembrance 

of him and his ministry. His works still follow him and he  will  always  be  recalled  

with affectionate appreciation by us all. 

The part his family played in his ministry is not overlooked and we express 

affectionate concern and appreciation to both Mrs. Edna Waldron and the whole 

family. We join them both in human sorrow and the reality of the Christian hope of 

immortality in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Signed on behalf of the Church - Chaplain General Rev. Malcolm McCullough E.D. 

Pastor.  3 March 1976 

 

Mr. Mac was a popular pastor. He was a friend to the young, a counsellor to youth and young families, 

and  a companion to the older folk.  His strong community presence and approachable nature   

never compromised His dedication to the service of the Lord in Traralgon and its environs. 

Throughout his ministry people came to know the Lord, were baptised and received into 

membership.  However, the membership never quite came back to the 87 membership figure of   

the sixties.  Two  successful crusades or missions were conducted by NSW evangelist Ron Baker 

who was to return again over the next five or six years for shorter visits. 

 
With the development of the Housing Commission Estate in the East end of Traralgon in the late 

1950's, the local Church with the help of the Home Mission, purchased four blocks on the 

northwest corner of Liddiard Road and Shakespeare Street for $200 each block. The idea behind 

this move was to establish a Church in that area to meet the needs of that growing community. 

With the main Housing Commission development shifting to an area east of the High School, the 

plans had to be changed. 
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The Church of England and the Church of Christ had been given land. The vestry of the local Church 

of England heard that the Baptist Church were looking for a new site and offered $100 for the 

church with free use of it on their site until the Baptists had a new building. Fortunately this offer was 

not accepted. 

 
The Church made several applications to the Council to have these blocks re-zoned from Residential to 

Commercial zones. The efforts were unsuccessful and in 1962 the blocks were offered to five oil 

companies for $10,000 for the establishment of a service station on the condition that they would 

be re-zoned.  Again in 1964 further applications were unsuccessful and in 1976 they were sold. 

 
An entry in the minutes for 17 August 1976 reads, 

It was suggested by Mrs. Waller through Mr. R. Waller that a prayer meeting be held to give 

thanks to the Lord for the satisfactory sale of the block of land in Liddiard Road and the 

subsequent gift of money from the Home Mission to reduce our debt on our buildings. 

This enabled the Church to clear its debt with the Home Mission Department with the final 

payment being made on 19 June 1978. 

 
The McCullough=s  retired  to  Glengarry after  their  ministry at  Traralgon  and  continued  to play 

a supportive role in the life of the church. Rev. McCullough passed away on 16 March 1985 after a 

brief illness and was buried with full military honours from the Traralgon Baptist Church.. 

 
In July 1978 it was decided to hold a Thanksgiving Service for the ministry of Mr. and Mrs. 

McCullough. This was held on 20 August 1978 and was chaired by his lifelong friend Dr. Basil 

Brown. The report goes on to say that the service was very well attended with representatives from 

the Ministers= Fraternal, Rotary Club, Baptist Union of Victoria and  other local Baptist Churches. 

They were given a nest of tables for their new home at Glengarry West. 
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Rev. I Gook (1979 - 81) 

After Rev. McCullough=s retirement, there was a period of time which was filled in with interim 

ministries before Rev Ian Gook took up the ministry in Traralgon. Unfortunately there was some 

controversy about aspects of his ministry and style of leadership which culminated in a Special 

Members meeting which was called on 12 November 1980.  The result of this was a two thirds  

vote of confidence in the Pastor. He resigned in January 1981. Although he decided to leave the 

church two weeks after his resignation was submitted, the church paid him all leave due, leave 

loadings and salary for three months, making a total payment of $2,047. 
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In spite of this, Ians ministry was still fruitful, as the following summary in a letter from from him 

shows. During the two years of his ministry at Traralgon, he says, a new wave of interest  in 

spiritual things began to emerge. In that period, Peter Brown returned from a short introductory 

term with Mobile Mission Maintenance and announced his decision to respond to Gods  call to  

enter that ministry full time. As a result, the Church decided to support Peter, and held a special 

commissioning service for him with representatives from MMM present. From that time on the 

Church formalised and strengthened its commitment to Peters support through prayer and  finance. 

 
There were eighteen baptisms held in the church, all of whom were received into the membership 

of the church. The first was Steve Gray who was followed by Len Brown and Mrs. I. Watson. Of 

these eighteen, thirteen had been adherents of the church. The remaining five were new converts 

brought into the life of the church due principally, to the quiet work of Les Sands. These new 

members were in fact converted within a fortnight of each other as each new convert shared with 

their friends their joy at becoming a Christian. 

 
The Ladies= Evening Group was recommenced during Rev. Gooks ministry as it  had  closed 

several years before.   A Tuesday morning Bible Study with morning tea in the church kitchen    

was also commenced for the older members of the congregation who were unable to attend the 

regular evening Bible Study. There was a regular attendance of seven or eight who all expressed its 

value to their study of the scriptures. 

 
A successful Ladies Bible Study was also commenced by Mrs. Gook  in  the manse and  had  a 

large number of the younger women attending. Out of this group, because of the studies they did on 

Prayer, two Prayer Chains were commenced which proved both beneficial and encouraging to the 

church as a whole. 

 
A regional rally with other Baptist Churches in the Latrobe Valley was held with a very large 

attendance. Later a World Literature Crusade Change the World School of Prayer was sponsored 

by the church with many delegates from all over the Gippsland Region and from all  

denominational backgrounds attending. 

 
So it was for many, a time of renewal and blessing as God worked in peoples lives. 
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Rev. Derek Poupard (1981 -  1987) 

came  to  Traralgon  in  September  1981  from  the  Mornington  Baptist Church. He previously 

served at Mornington and at Sunshine/St. Albans.   A graduate of the  Melbourne  Bible     Institute 
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and the Victorian Baptist Theological College (Whitley College), Rev. Poupards ministry coincided 

with a significant period of growth in the church. When he came, the churchs active membership 

stood at about 60 adults and attendances were around 60. 

 
At his  first Business Meeting with the church members towards the end of October 1981, he      

was encouraged by the warmth of their reception. He set the theme of  friendship  especially 

towards new and visiting people in the church. Already he expected that he would have called on 

everybody in the church by the end of November. 

 
Rev. Poupard had a keen sense of the importance of the church in the community. Early in his ministry 

he carried out an active visitation campaign with a view to bringing back in to the church people 

who had had previous contact with it. He was also quick to follow up new leads and visited 

newcomers to the town to encourage them to make the church their spiritual home. 

 
Mrs. Poupard set up a Play Group which gave some of the church mothers an opportunity for 

outreach. The initial group quickly grew and another group was formed. 

 
During this time the Baptist Mens Society, once a vibrant and active group with dedicated leaders and 

an excellent ministry of Prison Farm visitation at Morwell River, was no longer viable, so eventually 

ceased to operate. 

 
The midweek prayer and  Bible  study  group  which  met  at  various  homes  each  week  was  

also terminated. In their place the church adopted the strategy of growth by small groups. The Bethel 

Bible Study program was implemented with two groups and a Bible study discussion group was 

established in a home. These were all led by the Pastor. A Young Adults Group was then formed. 

These groups facilitated much growth and nurture and have been added to over the years  as 

teachers  became available. 

 

Underlying Mr. Poupards ministry and the ministry of other pastors through these years and right up 

to the present time, has been a strong and practical support of people in full time service for the 

Lord. Financial and prayer support was given regularly to Peter and Kay Brown who work with 

Mobile Mission Maintenance; Max and Ruth Reeves working with Fusion; Peter and Michelle 

Franklin working in Nepal; Craig and Christine Hunter who left the church to study at the 

Queensland Bible College; and the Trebilcock family who were working in Indonesia. 

 
It is worth noting that in July 1983 a Minute of Appreciation was recorded for the faithful work of Mrs. 

Dorothy Parker who had served as a deacon for many years and had been treasurer of the church 

for 27 years. 
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In his desire to connect the church with the community,  Rev.  Poupard  set  up  the  Latrobe  

Family Support Centre, which continued to have a significant influence on the community until 

about 1996. 

 

At the instigation of the Diaconate at their meeting on 27 February 1983, a committee was established 

to ascertain what needs existed within the community that the church could realistically meet.  

After meeting for about twelve months under the direction of the Pastor, the need for a counselling 

centre emerged. 

 
A Management Committee was formed to explore this further and in 1984 the  Baptist  Social 

Service Department agreed to fund such a project in conjunction with the church. Mrs. Glenda 

Stanislaw was appointed as the Director of the new service to be known as The Traralgon Family 

Support Centre.  It would operate out of the Grey Street hall - the former Cumberland Park church. 

 
Together with Mobile Mission Maintenance and under the supervision of the church Secretary,  

Mr. Charlie Speirs, the front two rooms of the hall were renovated as a reception room and 

counselling room and landscaping was done to the area fronting Grey Street. 

 
This was opened in 1985 at a Dedication Service at which Mr. Graeme Francis, Director of  

operations of the Counselling Centre, was the guest preacher and Mr. Bill Brice and Rev. Trevor 

Farmillo from the Baptist Union took part. 

 
The Centre had a Management Committee which included  representation  from  the  Baptist  

Social Service Department. Mrs. Glenda Stanislaw was the Director and Counsellor and was assisted 

by Mrs. Heather McDougall Toms as part time Secretary and Receptioniste. 

 
At the end of 1986, Mrs. Stanislaw resigned from the position and the Centre was closed for  

twelve months or so, until January 1988 when Rev. Ray Moore  took  over  the  position  of  

Director and Counsellor with Kaye Fortington, a member of the church, as Secretary and 

Receptioniste. 

 

Rev. Poupard also had ideas on how to build up the fellowship of the church. He started some cell 

groups and peer support groups which were very successful. In addition he brought the church 

together with family camps and other family oriented activities. His preaching emphasized the 

relevance of Gods Word to our daily lives and our personal walk with God. 

During  his  ministry  the  church  grew  in  numbers  and  even  though,  as  with  all   country 
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churches, there was a regular turnover of about 20 people a year, the membership was 100 just prior 

to his resignation at the end of 1987. In the five years of his ministry 43 people   were 

welcomed into membership and 15 people were baptized and family dedication services were 

held for over 25 children. 

The Poupards left the church to take up a ministry at East Doncaster at the end of 1987. 

 

 
Latrobe Family Support Centre 

But to finish the story of the LFSC . . . 

 
Mr. Moore was Director (later changed to “Manager”) of the Centre until mid 1994. Early 

in his tenure, its name was changed to Latrobe Family Support Centre (LFSC) to reflect the 

wider area it served. During his 6½ years two more counsellors were added to the staff and  

it built up an excellent reputation in the community for its quality of counselling. 

In 1989 the Victorian Department of Health & Community Services (now called the 

Department of Human Services) asked the LFSC to manage two residential units for 

adolescents under their care. These young people, in most cases, had been extremely 

damaged and were difficult to look after, so they had not been able to stay in foster care or 

other types of care. They were at the more difficult end of the scale of need. Consequently 

these units were run on an eight hour staffing method rather than by houseparents. This 

meant that by 1994 the LFSC had a total staff, both part time and full time, of about 25, and 

a budget of about $450,000. 

The old Cumberland Park Church, now situated behind the Kay Street church  and facing 

Grey Street, which was the main office for the Latrobe Family Support Centre, was 

completely renovated inside with a meeting room and more counselling rooms added, and 

the whole building was serviced by reverse cycle air conditioning.  The  outside  was 

painted in heritage colours by three of the workers who had been made redundant at the 

Loy Yang Power stations downsizing programme of that time.  This gave the church an  

asset which they can use proudly for many years to come. 

In 1994 Mr. Moore retired, but the work was becoming more difficult and more expensive to 

run and by 1997 the counselling Service was handed over to Anglicare, the Anglican Churchs 

welfare branch, and the adolescent residential care was taken over by the Berry Street 

organisation. Baptist Social Services, which was now known as Baptist Community Care, 

moved in to the Aged Care field in the Latrobe Valley and took over the management of St. 

Hilarys in Morwell. 
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Rev. R. Matthews (1988 - 1991) 

After the Poupards left, a Pastoral Search Team was set up and they spent the next eight months or 

so finding a replacement.  During that time the church was served by interim  pastors and in  

August 1988 Rev. and Mrs. Roger Matthews commenced their ministry.        For the next two and  

a half years Mr. Matthews worked with enthusiasm and energy. However his ministry, which he 

described as conservative evangelical did not suit everyone, and there were a number of people 

who had come into the church during the previous pastorate, who now left, dropping the membership 

to the low 60's. 

 
When he left the church in January 1991, Mr. Matthews set up an evangelistic organisation which 

he headed, and he carried out special evangelistic ministries for the churches. 
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Interim Pastors (Jan 1991 - Feb 1993) 

Once again it became very difficult to find the right person to lead the church. This time there was  

a period of two years of interim ministries while the Pastoral Search Team met regularly and 

worked under the guidance of the Baptist Union. In the 15  years between 1977  and 1993 the 

church was without an appointed minister for 30% of that time. 

 
Some very good  men  served  the  church  as interim pastors.   They were  men  such   as 

• Lindsay Whitbourne, 

• Professor Basil Brown, 

• David Morley, 

• Frank Wakeling and 

• Colin Howlett. 

It was a testing time for the church, but also a time of great blessing from the ministries of these men. 

Often, the challenge of the pastorless situation brought out hidden talents in members of the 

congregation. It was however, a very stressful time for Mr. Charlie Speirs, the church Secretary who 

carried the full administrative load on his shoulders, but did it with great grace. 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Brian McKie (1993 - 1998). 

Rev. McKie came into the ministry in his mature years. He trained as a doctor and was working 

mainly as a medical anaesthetist out of the Royal Childrens Hospital in Melbourne.  He came to  

the church straight from his Whitley College training, and was ordained after his commencement at 

Traralgon. The church agreed that he should continue with his anaesthetic work at the hospital on 

Fridays. He did this for a number of years, but eventually dropped it to work full time  for the  

church. 
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The McKies were very methodical in their ministry and tried to make sure that no one was left out. 

Apart from regular visitation they invited groups of people to the manse for meals. This had the effect 

of permitting people to get to know the pastor and his wife, but also of people from the church 

getting to know each other better. 

 
Mr. McKie wanted to bring in to the church the concept of a team ministry. He acknowledged that he 

lacked skills in some areas and that one man could not fulfil the total ministry needed in a church. 

 
Consequently he asked Rev. Ray Moore who was a member of the church and had just retired as 

Manager of the Latrobe Family Support Centre, to work with him one or two days a week, mainly in 

a visitation programme and also to preach once a month. Mr. Moore did this for two years. Later, Mr. 

Keith Coverdale took up a similar position working amongst the young people. 

 
Over the years prior to the McKies ministry, there had been endless discussions about extending the 

foyer of the church. When the church and hall were built, they had the toilet blocks connecting  

them together, with a walkway in front of the toilets running from the front door of the church to 

the front door of the hall. Mr. McKies administrative drive became evident when he asked  the  

church to face the decision head on and act one way or the other. The church could not ignore the 

challenge and the decision was made to build a new and spacious foyer. This was  done  and 

provided the church with a wonderful place to talk and have a cuppa after church and also  for  

church organisations to hold meetings in a very congenial atmosphere. 

 
During the McKies  ministry, the production of  the weekly church paper which was known as     

The Grapevine, was taken over by Rob and Joanne Read. They had some expertise in computers 

and so developed a website for the church: www.traralgonbaptistchurch.org. Most ministers by 

now also have their own email addresses.   Communication has certainly changed in 100 years! 

 
The McKies home town was Geelong and Mr. McKie received a call from the Aberdeen Street Church 

in central Geelong which he heeded and so concluded his ministry in Traralgon in 1998. 
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Rev. Les Lawrence (2000 -     ) 

Once again there was a period of 14 months or so without a pastor, while another Pastoral Search 

Committee prayerfully went about its task. But finally Rev. Les and Mrs. Peggy Lawrence were 

appointed and took up their abode in the manse. They had been in New Guinea in the early 1980's 

and had then had pastorates in Lakes Entrance and Sandringham. 

http://www.traralgonbaptistchurch.org/
http://www.traralgonbaptistchurch.org/
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Mr. Lawrence is an enthusiastic preacher and a good musician, so encouraged the musical group 

that had been leading the worship for some years to continue and develop. 

 
Mr. Lawrence also saw the  impossibility  of  one  person  fulfilling  all  the  needs  of  ministry  

and leadership in the church, so he built up a team of people to help him in the leadership. Apart 

from the members of the diaconate, he has at the point of writing, a team made up of an Associate 

Pastor, the Rev. Steve Briggs; the Church Secretary, Mr. Phil Assender; a Youth Pastor, Mr. Dean 

Richardson; and a Pastoral Care Team leader, Rev. Max Richardson. 
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AFTERWORD 
 

 
So this is the story of an ordinary church in the country. For one hundred years it has catered to the 

spiritual, physical and cultural needs of its people and of the community in which it finds itself. It  

has been housed in various buildings at various addresses, but the real Church has been the people. 

Mostly they have been ordinary people, struggling with their daily lives and relationships, but above 

all trying to develop a meaningful relationship with God. 

 
The membership and fortunes of the church have gone up and down.  Church membership has  

varied between just a few people and perhaps a little over one hundred. Often the numbers have 

increased or decreased depending on the minister of the moment. The skills and personality of each 

minister has varied enormously, and it might be true to say that the level of spiritual understanding, 

commitment and wisdom of each minister has varied also. Ideally a church should be a theocracy, 

one which is led by God and not dependent on the effectiveness of any particular servant of God, but 

we tend to put great  expectations on our pastors and they often fall short of what we envisage     

for them. But in looking over the history of these hundred years, I believe that, without exception, 

each pastor has been truly dedicated to serving the Lord in the way that they saw best. 

 
During Brian McKies ministry the church adopted a motto: The Love of Christ Urges Us On. This 

is a quote from 2 Corinthians 5:14. The love of Christ has, for one hundred years been the vision 

which urged the people of this Church on. Many times that vision has faded and there have been 

times when human frailty has marred the vision. Has the church been a success in Traralgon and 

district? That is for others who read this history to decide. My prayer is that  during the next  

hundred years the love of Christ will urge this church on, and Jesus’ presence and power will have a 

major influence on the people of the Latrobe Valley. 

 
RM 

 

 

 

PASTORAL LIST 

1903 Pastor J. Evans 

1904 Rev. P. Abbott 

1905 - 1906 Rev. A. Joyce 

1907 Rev. Joiner 

1908 - 1912    Rev. E. Hillman 

1913 - 1915    Rev. G. W. Paice (This was his first appointment) 
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1916 - 1917 Rev. A. H. Cooper  

1918 - 1920 Rev. S. Whitchurch 

1921 Pastor T. V. Paul 

1922 - 1925 Rev. H. R. Stewart 

1925 - 1926 Rev. E. B. Dalziel 

1926 - 1929 Pastor N. Minor 

1930 Pastor W. S. Haddon 

1931 - 1934 Rev. C. A. Jamieson 

1934 - 1937 Rev. R. Leith 

1937 Pastor M. Brewer 

1938 - 1939 Rev. D. H. Wicking 

1939 - 1940 Rev. A. W. Smith MC 

1940 - 1942 Rev. E. R. Phillips 

1942 - 1944 Rev. S. Watson 

1944 - 1949 Pastor J. Reynolds 

1949 Pastor Trevor Fist (interim) Assistant Pastors  at Cumberland Park 

1949 Rev A. D. Shaw (interim)  

1950 - 1952 Rev. L. B. Shannon 1952 Pastor D. Griffiths 

1952 - 1955 Rev. K. Webb 1953 Pastor J. Finch 

1956 - 1960 Rev. M. Warn 1954 Rev. S. Potter 

1960 Rev. F. Potter (interim) 1954 Rev. S. Goble 

1960 - 1964 Rev. C. Ward Pastor D. Allitt? 

1964 - 1969 Rev. J. Graham  

1970 - 1977 Rev. M. McCullough  

1979 - 1981 Rev. I. Gook  

1981 (March) Rev. H. Nicholls (Moderator)  

1981 (May) Rev. L. J.  Whitbourn (interim) 

1981 - 1987 Rev. D. A. Poupard 

1988 - 1991 Rev. R. Matthews 

1991 - 1993 Interim Pastors 

1993 - 1998 Rev. Dr. B. McKie 

1999 Interim 

2000 - Rev. L. Lawrence 
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CHURCH SECRETARIES 

Like senior bureaucrats in Government who, while politicians come and go, they go on for ever, so  

it is with Church Secretaries. Ministers come and go, but the influence of a good Church Secretary, 

who often stays through the ministry of a number of ministers, is incalculable. 

 

 

Here is a list of the secretaries who have served the church over the years. 

 

1903-1905 Mr.  West  was the former Secretary/Treasurer     of the Sale Baptist Church 

and moved to Traralgon in 1903 when the Railways for whom he worked, 

shifted him to that town. He was one of the initiators of the Baptist cause in 

Traralgon. In May 1905, Mr. West received notice of his removal to  

Bendigo from the Railway Department, and at a committee meeting held in 

the Church it was decided to place on record the value his services had been 

and the churchs sorrow at losing him as a worker and  friend. 

 
1905 Mr. George White was elected Secretary at the same meeting in May 1905 

and served for about a year. 

 
1906 Miss Clark was elected as a deaconess at a special meeting on 16 June and 

subsequently was appointed Secretary. 

 

 

[There is a bit  of a gap  in Minute Books here - possibly due to the 1st  World War.  However  

Miss Clarke was still writing the minutes on 18 December 1913.] 

 

In the minutes for a Church Meeting held on 15 February 1917 appears the 

following item: 

The Pastor (Mr. Cooper) read a letter from E. E. Henshall last Secretary of the 

Church  who  is  now  in  Salisbury  Plains.  On  motion  of  Mrs.  Doran  

and seconded by Miss Hinde that the letter be received. On motion of Mr. 

Doran and seconded by Mrs. Doran, Miss Clarke was asked to write Mr. 

Henshall conveying to him Christian greetings from the Officers and 

Members of the Church.  Carried. 

 
On the same date a Deacons Meeting was held at which 

Mr. Doran, nominated by Mr. S. Poyser was unanimously elected as Treasurer 

and  Mr,  S.  Poyser,  nominated  by  Mr.  Doran  was  unanimously   elected 



Traralgon & District Baptist Church | Centenary History 2003 64  

as Secretary. (The unanimous vote by the way, was from an attendance of 

four people: the Pastor, the two nominees and Mrs. Doran!) 

 

Mr. Poyser served in this position until 20 June 1918 when the resignation of 

Mr. Poyser as Secretary of the  Church  was  read  and  after  discussion  

was accepted  with regret.   A couple of  years later he moved to Colac   

and his membership was transferred to the Colac Church at a meeting on       

1 August 1920. 

1921 Mr. Robb appointed Secretary at a Church Meeting held on 21 April 1921 

1922 Mr. Wickham was appointed Assistant Secretary at a Church Meeting on 

9 February 1922. 

 

It is not clear whether Mr. Wickham actually became the Secretary or whether 

Mr. Robb stepped down.  However on 26 July 1922 it is noted: 

Mr. T. L. Robb’s resignation received with regret. Still we 

congratulate Mr. Robb on his promotion. Moved Mr. Doran and 

seconded by Miss Clarke. It was also decided that we give Mr. and 

Mrs. Robb and family a farewell social when finally leaving. Moved 

by Secty. Seconded by Mrs. Doran. 

A presentation was finally made to them at  a  meeting  on  19  October  

1922. Then on 6 December 1922 another minute appears: 

As Mr. and Mrs. Wickham are leaving the District, Mrs.  Doran 

moved and Miss  Hinde  seconded  that  their  resignation  as  

Officers of the Church Diaconate be received with regret. Also Mr. 

Wickham=s resignation as Secretary of the Church and Church 

Diaconate received with regret on motion of Miss Hind and Miss 

Doran. 

 
1922 Miss Clark.  At the same meeting Mr. Henshall had been asked about taking up 

the position but declined, Miss Clark was appointed on the motion of the 

Pastor and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Stewart. 

 

 

1923 Mrs. Stewart. The minutes of 22 August 1923 read: 

On account of ill health and absence from the  district,  the 

resignation of  Miss  Clark  as  Church  Secretary  was  received with 
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regret. Mr.  Doran  moved  and  Miss  Doran  seconded that Mrs. 

Stewart be appointed to the position temporarily. 

 
 

1924 Mr.  Huffer  was  appointed  to  replace  Mrs.  Stewart  on  27  August 1924. 

He served during the ministry of Rev. and Mrs. Stewart and also the short 

ministry of Pastor Dalziel. Soon after Pastor Norman Minor came to the 

church the minutes of the Church Business Meeting held on 14 September 

1926 included the following entry: 

Bro  Huffer=s  resignation  as  secretary  of  the  church  was  received 

with regret. Mrs. Mitchell moved and Mrs. Minor seconded that Miss 

Doran be appointed secretary. 

 
1927 However,  Miss  Doran  seems  to  have  been  appointed  only  for an interim 

period as the minutes for 5 October 1927 read: 

Mrs. Thomas moved and Mrs. Minor seconded that Mr. Toogood     

be appointed Secretary for Church. Carried. And then later in the 

same minutes: Pastor Minor than thanked Mr. Huffer for the able 

manner in which he carried out his duties as Secretary. Mr. Huffer 

returned thanks. 

A letter slipped in to the Minute Book and not included in any 

correspondence mentioned in the minutes reads: 

Traralgon 

27/1/33 

To Pastor and Members Baptist Church Traralgon, 

I wish to tender my resignation as Secretary of the above Church owing to 

leaving the district. 

Wm Toogood. 

 

A   minute from 1 February 1933 includes the 

following: 

It was moved by the Chairman (Rev. Jamieson) and seconded by 

Allan Thomas that resignation be accepted and  that  a  letter  be  

sent to Mr.Toogood accepting his  resignation  and  expressing  

regret that ill health had compelled him to  give up his  work here  

and wishing him Godspeed and every prosperity in his new sphere. 

(Carried) 

 
1933 At this same meeting, Allan Thomas was elected as Acting Secretary. 
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1935 On 9 January 1935 the resignation of Mr. Thomas was received  with regret 

and   Mr. J. Waldron Jnr. was nominated and elected ‘ temporarily’ to fill   

the position.  He faithfully filled this position for the next 18 years, and it is 

not surprising to find a minute recorded by him at the end of that  time 

saying: 

 
The Secretary felt that duties he was carrying out in the various departments 

of the District were becoming too much for him and as he felt the duties 

should be shared, he resigned from the position of Secretary of the church 

and also as a deacon and representative on the District Committee. He also 

requested that his membership be transferred to Cumberland Park where for 

the time being, he would like to work and assist. (24.11.52) 

But by March of the next year a farewell was being organized for him and 

his wife and he was on his way to Horsham. 
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1953 By 12 February 1953 the minutes of the Deacons Meeting were kept   by the 

newly appointed secretary, Mr. H.A.Treharne 

 
Unfortunately in March 1956 Mr. Treharne=s time as Secretary came to an 

untimely end when, at the end of Mr. Webb=s ministry he (Mr. Treharne) had 

taken the opportunity before Mr. Webb left Traralgon of giving him some 

advice on conduct of Church matters and he felt that there was no need for 

the concern shown by some members of the diaconate. Together with this he 

had, he claimed acted in accordance with his opinion in that when the two 

churches (Cumberland Park and Traralgon) were amalgamated and all 

positions declared vacant, that being elected Secretary  of the Combined 

Church automatically made him District Secretary. 

 
Somehow the above matters and what Miss Fry in the prior Deacons 

Meeting objected to as details of a Deacons Meeting being discussed in 

public led to a no confidence motion being carried in both the Deacons 

Meeting and the Church Business Meeting. Even though Mr. Waldron 

stressed at the time that there was nothing personal, but that it was just for 

the good of the church as a body, Mr. Treharnes resignation was accepted. 

 
Even though this episode would seem to be a traumatic event for Mr.  

Treharne, it is interesting to note that he continued to take an active part 
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in Church Business meetings and Deacons Meetings after that and it does not 

seem to have caused any bitterness. 

 
1956 At the same Church  Business  Meeting on 14  March  1956 Mr.   W. Waldron 

was appointed to act as Secretary until the deacons appointed a new 

Secretary.  He proceeded to do the job until the end of 1961, almost six  

years. 

 
1961 On 4 December 1961 Mr. AD Black was welcomed as the new Secretary by the 

 

Pastor, Rev. C. Ward. He was secretary until a meeting on 7 September  

1965 when Mr. W. Waldron was again appointed as secretary. It is noted  

that Mr. Black “ after four years as Secretary  leaves  for  a  new  

appointment in Melbourne”. 

 

1965 Mr.  Bill  Waldron  was  appointed  Secretary  on  7  September     1965  and 

served until his death in December 1975. In September 1967, when the 

deacons elected Mr. Waldron as Secretary for another term, there is a note in 

the minutes: 

Mr. Waldron expressed a desire to be relieved of this office as along with other 

secretarial work ashe was feeling the need of a rest.   After discussion it   

was agreed to leave this matter until the next meeting for final decision. (It 

does not seem to have been raised at subsequent meetings.) 

 
At the bottom of the minutes for a Church Meeting held on 16 December 

1975 is a note by Rev. McCullough, The above minutes were the last 

recorded by our Secretary Mr. W.R.Waldron prior to his sudden Home Call on 

19 December 1975. 
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It is obvious from comparing the above information, starting from Mr.  J.  Waldron  Jnrs  

resignation in 1952 up to this point, that there is a discrepancy in the number of years that Mr WR 

(Bill) Waldron actually served as Secretary. The above notes indicate that other people served for 

seven years between 1952 and 1975. This would mean that Bill Waldren served for 16 years and  

not the 23 years as Secretary as mentioned by Rev. McCullough in his eulogy for Mr. Waldren. It  

is true however, that his 16 years were spread over 23 years. 
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1976 Mr. P.A. Murray was then appointed Secretary.  He was elected on  3 March 

1976 at the same meeting where a special Minute of Appreciation and 

Thanksgiving for the life of W.R. Waldron was tabled. He served for about 

four years and then his resignation was received at the meeting of 4  

December 1979 

 

1979 Mr. S. Marks was Secretary for a short time at the end of 1979 

 

1980 Early in 1980, Mr. Charlie Speirs became Minute Secretary and was appointed 

as  Secretary on 12 August 1980 after he was elected to the Diaconate of    

the church. He worked at the Loy Yang mine supplying coal to the gigantic 

power stations there, and in his latter years as Secretary he was  also  

Manager of the coal mine, a very demanding task which he juggled very well 

with his church duties. Mr. Speirs= personal faith was strong and he was a 

man of action. 

 
1990 In  May  1990,  Mr.  Speirs  resigned  as  Secretary  as  his  position    as  Mine 

Manager at Loy Yang was increasing his work load and responsibility there. 

However, he remained on the Diaconate and played a supporting role to the 

new Secretary. 

From May 1990, Mr. Ross Cadby was Secretary. After Rev. Matthews left 

the church in January 1991 this commenced a prolonged period of interim 

pastors, and  Mr. Cadby resigned in August 1991. 

 
1991 For the next three years or so, Mr. Carey O=Donnell was  appointed Secretary 

and managed to carry on the task even though he was suffering from a  

terminal illness for some of the time.  He was called home in April 1994. 

 

1994 Mr.  Bruce  Graham  filled  in  as  Secretary  from  April  until  the  AGM  in 

August 1994, when Mr. Charlie Speirs was reappointed as Secretary. He 

served for another seven years until the AGM in August 2001 when he 

resigned. In total, Mr. Speirs served as secretary for 17 years. This compares 

with Mr. J. Waldron=s time of 18 years and Mr. W. Waldron=s 16 years. 

2001 Mr.   Phil  Assender  then  took  over  the  task  of  Church  Secretary  and  is 

still serving in that position today (2003) 
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The Traralgon Baptist Church - NW Corner of Church and Hotham Streets 
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The Traralgon Baptist Church in the 1920’s 
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Church Picnics 
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Youth Work 1949/50 
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Glengarry West Baptist Church 
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The Building of the Cumberland Park Baptist Church 
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Opening of the Cumberland Park Baptist Church - 27 April 1952 
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The Moving Story of the Cumberland Park Church 
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Girls Brigade & Boys Brigade 
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Building of the Kay Street Church and Hall 1966/67 
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Grand Opening of the New Church 
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More Pictures of the Opening of the Kay Street Church 
 
 

 
 

Return to Table of Contents 



Traralgon & District Baptist Church | Centenary History 2003 82  

Looking Back From The 1990’s 
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The 90th Anniversary Celebrations 

The Church Today 
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The Cover of the Original Edition of “An Ordinary Church in the Country” 
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